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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:

‘Achieving Excellence Together’

BDS Beliefs and Values: Acting with Integrity and Honesty

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided
before this time.
Principal’s Report
Working with Children Check
Anyone who wishes to do volunteer work with the school will
need to provide a Working With Children Check. This is done
online and it is free. If you would like to get a Check but are
unsure how to go about it, we will be happy to run a short session
here at school. If you would like some help to do this, just ring
the school and I will organise it for you. Website:
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au
Swimming Sports
The F-6 Swimming Sports will be held this Friday. The Junior
(Yrs 4-6 swimming) sports will be held in Bendigo on 6th March
– notes are coming home. The Interschool Years 7-12 swimming
sports was held in St Arnaud on 17th Feb (last Monday). The
weather was fabulous and congratulations to Sophie Cockerell on
her age group win. Thanks to Brooke Chamberlain, Hayden
Rowley and Hannah Hogan for organising participation in these
events.
Fees/Subject Contributions
All fees and subject contributions are now due for payment at the
General Office. We would like to thank all those families who have made payments or contacted the school.
For your convenience, there is an eftpos facility available at the school and BPAY facility for families. For
any families wishing to make a payment plan, please contact the Office to discuss arrangements. Family
accounts have been sent out this week.
DIARY DATES
February
19th School Council Meeting.
20th Gateways – Birchip
20th Foundation Parent Information.
21st F-6 House Swimming sports
24th – 26th Year 8 Surf Camp
28th Whole School Assembly
28th Working Bee.
March
2nd Parents’ Club Meeting
2nd Yr 12 Outdoor Ed – Barmah
3rd Gateways – Lehman’s
4th School Photos
5th NCD Triathlon
6th Yr 4-Yr 6 Swimming Bendigo
9th Labour Day Holiday
11th Crazy Hair Day
20th School Fete
25th Parent Teacher Interviews.
27th Immunisation Yr 7 & Yr 10

School Council Elections
At this week’s Council meeting the process for upcoming elections will be discussed. Information about
nominating for Council as well as positions available will be in next week’s newsletter.
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Forward notice – P/T Interviews will be held on Wednesday 25th March. No classes will run on this
day but students are expected to attend interviews. More information closer to the date.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal
Principal’s Availability Next Week
Thursday
Friday
At School am.
At School
Bendigo from 11am

Monday
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

XUNO – Did You Know…?
Did you know you can view last year’s feedback? Go to the Learning menu, choose your child,
choose the year/semester and click on the subject.
Foundation Parent Information Session:
An information session for Foundation parents/carers will occur on
Thursday 20th February. Two sessions with the same information will
run.
Session 1:
3-3:30pm
Session 2:
7-7:30pm
It is NOT COMPULSORY to attend.
Session will be in Silver Building
Room 1 / Foundation Classroom
With thanks,
Edwina Chalmers

From the Art Room
Art Smocks – Foundation to Year 6
Before the holidays I washed all the art smocks and sorted them into their new classes.
Over the next few weeks I will endeavour to find lost smocks and also send home smocks that have become
a bit too small on growing bodies. It would be great if you could send along an art smock if your child does
not have one at school.
School Art Instagram
If you have an Instagram account you can view the wonderful work of the school’s Art Classes on our
Instagram Page.
Just search; Boort District School Art
School Photos
School photos will be taken form 9.00am onwards on Wednesday 4th March. School photo envelopes have
been sent out, or are in the process of being sent out. Please complete payment and return envelopes to the
school office. Family envelopes are also available at the office. Please contact me if you need any more
information.
Tom Bleicher

Parents’ Club Meeting
Monday 2nd March in the Stadium at 9am. All welcome.
Study Club
Time: 3:45 to 4:30 pm
Day: Thursday
Venue: Library
Study Club will start on Thursday of this week, Week 4, the 20th of February at 3:45 until 4:30.
This year, Mr Guorong Chen, Mr Chris Poole and Mme Siân will be available to assist students from Year 712 in their studies. We can help in most areas of their education and provide a place for them to complete
their homework, catch up with missed classes and consolidate their learning.
We plan to meet every Thursday in the library. Please sign in at the front office, as this is after school hours,
the school is required to know which students are still on the premises. It would also be appreciated if you
would mention to us beforehand that you plan to join the club on any one Thursday. Then, we will know
who to expect for tuition.
Mr Guorong Chen: Mathematics
Mr Chris Poole: English and Humanities
Mme Siân: Science and Languages

Scarlett Crilly for being inventive when building from cardboard boxes and masking tape.
Milla Smythe for always displaying artistic flare in Art and Drama.
Noah Howe for surprising Ros with some creative Art last week.
Year 4 Chaise Hird for displaying creativity in the Art Room.
Year 4 Desiree Leersen for creativity when reading out loud and also in drama activities.

Foundation Millie Pink
Becky Stringer
Wafa Mubarak
Year 1/2
William Haw
Hannah Talbot

For always being ready to listen when sitting on the mat.
For excellent knowledge of numbers and counting.
For her consistently neat work in all tasks.
For wonderful number work.
For amazing writing.

SMART Spelling in Year 2/3
Last week we explored the digraph /wr/ making the sound “r”. We enjoyed using unifix blocks to look at the
sounds in each of our words

Foundation to Year 4
Just a reminder to those in Foundation to Year 4 who have not provided a box of tissue and wipes can they
please do so.

Year 7 – 12 Sports House and Vice Captains
The following students were nominated and voted by their sports team members to be the leaders of their
team.
Male Captain
Male Vice
Female Captain
Female Vice-Captain
Wakooka

Jack Kerr

Gungaroo
Maroochy

Will Perryman
Cobi Maxted

Ronan Holland &
Kobie Streader
Elias Lanyon
Ethan Ellis

Jordann Broad
Olivia Hampson
Acacia Vernon

Sophie Cockerell &
Ella Lanyon
Kassidy Pearson
Brianna Stevens

Year 7 – 12 House Swimming Sports
On Friday 7th February students in Years 7 – 12 took part in their House swimming sports. It was a great day
with students participating to the best of their ability and demonstrating positive school spirit whilst
supporting their peers. It was fantastic to see so many participants in the whole team relay and water polo.
The Year 7 coin dive was eagerly participated in. The majority of the students also swam in the
breaststroke, backstroke and freestyle events. All students should be congratulated on their efforts. Thank
you to the staff, non-swimming students and parents who helped out on the day to ensure it was such a
smoothly run sporting day. It was lovely to see many parents, grandparents and friends of the school
supporting the students. The day concluded with the Year 12 and Staff race, which was extremely close and
highly competitive as per usual.
Wakooka Captains and Vic Captains were presented with the shield and spoke positively about the day,
thanking parents who attended for their time and support, staff for planning and running the day and the
students for participating to their best.
Year 7 – 12 Results: It will be interesting to see what the end result is after the F-6 swimming sports are
held this week as there are not many points between first and third place.
1st Wakooka, 2nd Maroochy, 3rd Gungaroo
Age group champions were:
13 Years:
Female: Ella Streader (W)
Male: Sam Toose (W)
14 Years:
Female: Eliza Perryman (G)
Male: Jett Hird (M)
15 Years:
Female: Carissa Haw (G)
Male: Kobie Streader (M)
16 Years:
Female: Sophie Perryman (G)
Male: Will Toose (W)
17 Years:
Female: Sophie Cockerell (W)
Male: Jake Boyd (M)
18-20 Years:
Female: Olivia Hampson (G)
Male: Cobi Maxted (M)
North Central District Swimming
The North Central District Swimming sports were held on Monday in St Arnaud. Boort had a large
contingency of swimmers and supporters in attendance. The support and cheering from the side of the pool
was a highlight, along with students offering to assist with a range of jobs on the day. Thank you to Adrian
Grogan for marshalling each event and Hayden Rowley for his role as starter. Thank you to the other staff
who took on other roles throughout the day to ensure the day ran smoothly. Congratulations to Sophie
Cockerell who achieved 17 years female Age Group Champion. It was great to see the relay teams be so
encouraging of each other and determined to swim their best. Boort came fourth overall, with St Arnaud
coming out on top of the nine schools. The students who won events on the day now have the option to
represent the school at the Loddon Mallee Region event on Thursday 19th March in Swan Hill.

Working Bee Roster, 28th February at 3.30pm
Term 1
Adams, Mr D & Mrs K
Byrne, Mr T & Thompson, Mrs M
Allison, Mr D & Mrs K
Caine, Mr G & Mrs F
Arnold, Mr K & Mrs B
Chamberlain, Mr C & Mrs B
Baker, Mr A & Mrs K
Chawla, Mr S & Mrs S
Barraclough, Mr P & Mrs N
Cockerell, Mr R & Mrs F
Barsdell, Mr A & Mrs K
Crilly, Mr D & Mrs M
Bear, Mr G & Mrs J
Curtis, Ms J
Beattie Mr C & Mrs L
Henderson, Mr S & Mrs J
Boyd, Mr G & Mrs T
Hird, Mr C & Mrs K
Broad, Ms C
Hall, Mr M & Mrs F
Burke, Mr G & Mrs T
Gawne, Mr A & Mrs R

COMMUNITY NEWS
BOORT JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Boort Junior Football Club is seeking expressions of interest from potential players for season 2020.
To be eligible, Under 13 players have to be born between 2007 and 2009, and for Under 16 between
2004 and 2006. Registration afternoon will occur in 19th March.
Craig Scott and Nathan Gooding have been appointed U13 coaches with Jason Lee as assistant and
Harry Weaver is coach of Under 16s.
We are also seeking expressions of interest from parents to assist with some of the extra roles that occur
around the club.
Forms are available in the Grey Building at Boort District School.
Please fill in the details below and return to the box in the Grey Building at school by Friday 21st
February.
For further information, please contact Matt Malone 0429389809 or Madeleine Scott 0425791869.
We look forward to your family’s involvement in the Boort Football Club.

A letter to parents of young people attending FREEZA events:
Dear Parents,
FReeZA is a program funded by the State Government to support young people to plan, organise and attend
affordable, accessible, safe, drug and alcohol-free youth friendly events in their local shires. FReeZA in the
Buloke Shire is delivered by local youth groups under the auspice of the Birchip Business and Learning
Centre.
FReeZA is a highlight for young people living in Buloke and essential to addressing the disadvantage
experienced by rural and remote young people. This is reflected in the young people’s willingness to be
engaged in their local FReeZA committees and the level of support and encouragement that they get from
the local community.
However, we cannot continue to deliver this program in Buloke if young people do not comply with the drug
and alcohol free policy of FReeZA. Non-compliance jeopardises the safety of other young people attending
the events and it provides extreme personal risk to the staff and the bus drivers organising and attending the
events.
Up to 300 young people from the North Central region attend FReeZA events in Buloke and most of these
young people are well behaved and respectful. They appreciate the music provided by Melbourne DJ’s and
enjoy catching up face to face with the large cohorts of young people they know from school, sport and
social media and the young people who organise the events do an amazing job with minimal adult
supervision.
The FReeZA drug and alcohol free policy means that young people cannot consume alcohol or drugs prior
to, or during the event and they cannot bring drugs or alcohol into the event. We are asking parents, older
siblings, carers and friends to help young people comply with this rule by not supplying minors with drugs
or alcohol prior to FReeZA events.
Ideally if young people are attending FReeZA events in Buloke, a parent or carer would deliver them to the
bus or the event door and stay until they have gained entry to ensure they are drug and alcohol free. We
understand this is not always possible, but we need parents and carers to be aware that the organisers can’t
have people in every town to ensure the safety of young people if they are refused transport or entry into the
event because they have consumed or are in possession of drugs and alcohol.
Any young person in attendance at the event who is deemed to have consumed drugs or alcohol or be in
possession of drugs and alcohol (whether it is theirs or they are holding it for someone), will need to be
collected from the event by a parent, carer or responsible adult. If the event organiser cannot contact a
responsible adult willing to collect the young person the police will attend and intervene.
The events have a ‘no pass out’ policy which means we cannot detain attendees at the event against their
will, but once a young person has left the event they can’t re-enter the event or travel home on a bus. If a
young person has attended the event on a bus and wants to leave early they have to be collected from the
event. The event organisers cannot be responsible for any young person who leaves the event other than
through the main event entry/exit point.
The age limit has been reduced so that no person over 18 will be permitted to attend, unless they have
special permission as a current member of their local youth group, and no student below Year 7 will be able
to attend. Identification maybe requested so young people are asked to bring along some identification or
take a photograph of it and store it on their mobile device.
‘Disturbing the Peace’ will be hosted by the FReeZA in Buloke program in Wycheproof on Saturday 22nd
February and ‘Below Zero’ is scheduled for Saturday March 21st at the Esoteric Festival Site.
Through your paper I would like to thank everyone who supports the delivery of FReeZA in Buloke; from
the young leaders in our communities, to the bus drivers and local police, and implore the young people
attending FReeZA events to comply with the rules in place or there will be no more FReeZAs offered in
Buloke which would be disappointing for the young people of Buloke and particularly those waiting for their
chance to enjoy FReeZAs in the future.
Regards
Simone Christie
Coordinator of the FReeZA in Buloke program auspiced by the Birchip Neighbourhood House Inc.
Ph 0429 922735 Email birchipblc@bigpond.com

