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Principal’s Report 
 
School Council and Expressions of Interest 
The Annual meeting of School Council was held last 
Wednesday night and the Executive Committee were voted 
in. Congratulations to the following parents: 
President – Tanya Maher-Toose 
Vice President – Matthew Malone 
Treasurer – Carl Chamberlain 
School Council would like to send out a notice of 

expressions of interest for anyone who would like to be a part of the three sub-committees of 
Council. Those committees are: Finance, Buildings and Grounds and Education. Finance deals with 
the payments and budgets of the school, Buildings and Grounds deals with the beautification of the 
grounds and maintenance and Education deals with policy development and review. If you are 
interested in becoming a member of any of these sub-committees, please contact myself. Emails are 
a great way to contact us. Send one to the school email  
(boort.district.p-12@edumail.vic.gov.au) and put ‘School Council Sub-committee’ in the subject 
line. All questions and queries are welcome. 
 
Moving to Remote Learning 
This is a strange and troubling time we are in at the moment. 
However, we can build those community links and support each other to ensure our students get the 
best education we can provide. 
A huge thank you to the staff for everything they have done this week to make sure we are ready to 
go on 15th April. 
A couple of things to remember: 

- Read the emails that get sent out and use the information provided 

DIARY DATES 
April 
14th First Day Term 2 
29th House Cross country run F-12 
 
May 
8th Mother’s Day Stall and Mother’s 
Day Morning Tea 
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VISION STATEMENT 
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 

 

BDS Motto:  ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 

BDS Beliefs and Values:  Acting in a Safe and Responsible Manner   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided  
before this time. 
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- Make sure your child has all things needed for remote learning – laptop, iPad, textbooks, 
writing tools and a good learning space 

- Contact the school if you need anything 
- Contact teachers via Xuno if you need any information regarding assessment, feedback, 

tasks or if you cannot see these (instructions below) 
- Look out for SMS messages and emails just before Easter 
- Develop and stick to a study routine (Year 7-12 students use the existing timetable and F-6 

devise a routine which includes play) 
Rest assured we are doing everything we can to support this learning. Stay well, look after your 
wellbeing and allow time for ‘friend chats’ via phone/facetime/social media. 
 
Lee-Anne Sherwell 
Principal 
 
How to read and send messages to teachers on Xuno 

1. Click on the School menu and then click on the Messages item. If you're using a mobile 
device, you'll need to tap on the menu icon in the top right first, before you can tap on 
the School menu. 

2. Your most recent conversation will load by default. All of your previous conversations are 
listed in the left pane and you can click on a name to view its contents or to continue the 
conversation. Your most recent conversations are shown at the top. If you're using a mobile 
device you can tap the down arrow in the top header bar, to view your list of previous 
conversations. 

3. To start a new conversation, click on the plus icon in the left pane above your previous 
conversations, then choose a name from the list. On a mobile device you'll need to tap the 
down arrow in the top navigation bar, then click on the plus icon. Parents are able to send 
messages to all teachers and coordinators of their children, whereas students are only able to 
send messages to their current teachers and coordinators. 

4. Type your message into the field at the bottom labelled New message. 
5. You can also attach files by either dragging or dropping the file into the New message text 

area, or clicking the Attach button and selecting your file.  
6. When you are ready to send the new message click on the Send button. Once a message has 

been sent you will not be able to stop it or delete a previously sent message. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
RESPECT THE BADGE 

Blue Light Victoria and Victoria Police are proud to present the 
Respect the Badge Award to primary school communities across 
metropolitan and rural Victoria. 
The monthly award aims to acknowledge and promote positive 
values and behaviours in young people. 
The nominated student: 
*must possess a respectful and inclusive attitude within the 
classroom and in the playground. 
*must be trustworthy and can be relied on to do what they 
promise. 
*should display civic responsibilities at school.  
*should have positive school attendance. 
 
Desiree Leersen is the first recipient of the Respect the Badge 
Medal…congratulations!   
Desiree always displays a respectful attitude to both teachers and 
her peers.  She is kind, thoughtful and sensitive to the needs of 
those around her.  Recently she has been a good friend to a new student at BDS, ensuring she was included 
in the playground and within her classroom.  Desiree displays the ‘BDS Values’, in particular, safety, 
creativity, honesty and respect. 



 
Study Club  
Time: 3:45 to 4:30 pm  
Day:  Thursday 
Venue: Library 
Study Club will continue on Thursday after school of this week for students of Boort District School. 
We can help in most areas of your education and provide a place for you to complete your homework, catch 
up with missed classes and consolidate your learning. 
Please sign in at the front office, as this is after school hours, the school is required to know which students 
are still on the premises.  It would also be appreciated if you would mention to us beforehand that you plan 
to join the club on any one Thursday. Then, we will know who to expect for tuition.  
Mr Guorong Chen: Mathematics 
Mr Chris Poole: English and Humanities 
Mme Siân: Science and Languages 
 
Work Placement with Streaders! 
Over the course of this semester, Ella Bedford has gained a work placement with Streader Builders.  We 
thank them for their commitment to our VET students.  Ella completes her Work Placement every Monday 
as part of her VCAL and VET Building and Construction course.  So far she has been doing quite a bit of 
concreting but was let loose on the wood this week.  It’s great knowing that the many skills that Ken and 
Justin have picked up over the years are being passed on to our young people! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Guess the Name of the Sloth Winner: 
Congratulations to Wafa Mubarak (Foundation) for correctly guessing the name 
of the soft toy sloth.  His name is Bob the Sloth and will be much-loved by 
Wafa and her family. Thank you to all families and the wider community for 
supporting our fete activity.  Edwina Chalmers, Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wala Spirit of Ghana Incursion 



On Wednesday the 11th of March, the F-6 cohort was lucky enough to be visited by Odai, Ago and Albi; 
from WALA – Spirit of Ghana. Wala means “life” in their local language, and the display by the group was 
lively indeed! The trio of passionate performers presented us with an exciting display of Ghanaian culture, 
taught us about a variety of different percussion instruments and some of us were even lucky enough to try 
them out!  

 
    
 

 
Year 2/3 Fete Activity- ‘Guess the frogs in the jar’. 
Congratulations to Joel Holland who was the lucky 
winner of the 2/3 Fete activity with a guess of 57. 
Thank you to all of the families and students who 
supported this.  
Miss Griffiths and the Year 2/3 students.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Tyla Hird for bouncing back when injured on the way to school. 
 

 
 

Foundation Noah Carey For trying harder to listen to instructions. 
Year 1/2 Amanda Barsdell For always participating and asking questions in small group time. 
 Milla Smythe For working with numbers in a positive manner. 

 
Year 6 Easter Raffle 
Many thanks to all those that purchased tickets in the Year 6 fundraiser. 
The Year 6 students are most grateful. 
Prize winners: 
1st Ethan Rothacker   2nd  Nathan Sims 
3rd Dawn Anderson    4th Maree Stringer 
5th Kate Beattie    6th  Maddy Lanyon 
7th Ethan Rothacker   8th  Milly Scott 
9th Merryn Rees    10th  Flynn McKay 
11th Phoebe Malone    12th Kathy Haw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First and seventh prize winner – Ethan Rothacker 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Gannawarra Shire Council 
Gannawarra Library Service-run programs, including the upcoming school holiday program, are cancelled 
until further notice 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



  


