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Principal’s Report 

Xuno 

Please remember to login to Xuno to see the feedback from 

classes this semester. Thanks to all those families who have 

responded to absences with messages through Xuno and to those 

of you who have taken the opportunity to correspond with 

teachers through the email system.  

School Review 

Our School Review was expected to take place early this term 

but was postponed due to Covid-19. It has now been re-

scheduled and will start next week. Parents and carers will be 

asked to participate in a meeting with the reviewer (Graham 

Bastion) on Tuesday 14th July. An early meeting, around 8.45am, 

will allow for dropping kids off before a short half hour 

conversation time. An invitation will be sent by email late next 

week.  

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Thanks to all the parents and staff who participated in Unit 3 P/T Interviews last week. No face-to-face 

interviews occurred so staff organised phone calls or WebEx meetings to discuss progress of students. 

Correction Day 

Reminder, a pupil-free day for correction and reporting will be held on Friday 26th June. 

 

Lee-Anne Sherwell 

Principal 

 

Principal’s Availability over the Next Week 
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VISION STATEMENT 

Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 

environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 
 

BDS Motto:  ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 

BDS Beliefs and Values: Displaying a sense of Fairness 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided  

before this time. 

 

DIARY DATES 

June 

17th School Council Meeting 

18th, 19th & 22nd Year 11 Exams 

25th Last Day Term 2 3.30pm finish 

26th Report writing day. Student free 

day. 

Term 3 starts 13th July 

August 

12th Finance Meeting 

19th School Council Meeting. 
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Western Victorian Careers Expo 2020 

The Western Victorian Careers Expo 2020 will be held online on Tuesday 23rd June. 

Seminars will be able to be viewed live on the day (students may be able to watch during free periods, 

lunchtime, etc.).   

Exhibitors will also record their presentations and make them available via the expo website, which will 

probably be the most realistic option for students to access most of these seminars. 

Older students are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity, especially those in Years 10-12.  

For more information and to access the seminars, please go to http://wimmeracareerexpo.com/ 

The program for the day is attached to this newsletter. 

Please contact either of us if you have any questions. 

 

Drew Crilly  Brooke Chamberlain 

Careers Coordinators 

 
Study Club  

Time: 3:45 to 4:30 pm  

Day:  Thursday 

Venue: Library 

Study Club will continue on Thursday after school of this week for students of Boort District School. 

We can help in most areas of your education and provide a place for you to complete your homework, catch 

up with missed classes and consolidate your learning. 

Please sign in at the front office, as this is after school hours, the school is required to know which students 

are still on the premises.  It would also be appreciated if you would mention to us beforehand that you plan 

to join the club on any one Thursday. Then, we will know who to expect for tuition.  

Mr Guorong Chen: Mathematics 

Mr Chris Poole: English and Humanities 

Mme Siân: Science and Languages 

 

Trait of the Week 

Sentence Fluency 
 

Sentence fluency is the trait that makes writing become music to our ears.  It involves the rhythm and flow 
of the writing.  Fluent writing is easy to read aloud, and contains sentences of various length and structure.  
The writing flows from one sentence to the next, and makes reading feel natural.  Sentence fluency does not 
have to be all about strictly following rules, but about the writing sounding right, and making sense.  I have 
noticed that students in the secondary area tend towards compound sentences, and are less likely to use 
short sentences.  This makes sense, as they are taught simple sentences first, then grow to construct 
compound and complex sentences as they learn more words, grammar and punctuation.  But sentence 
fluency requires interaction between sentences of varying lengths and complexity, all used for effect.  Take 
the examples below: 
 

The Cat 

I have a cat.  Her name is Coconut.  I play with Coconut every day.  Coconut sleeps on 
my bed at night.  I got my cat when she was a kitten.  Coconut is grey with one white 
paw.  I love my cat Coconut. 
 

My Dog 
I have a dog with blonde hair and big floppy ears, it is a Golden Retriever called Ferdy.  I 
have had him since he was a puppy, he was so cute and liked to play with his teddy and 
fetch balls and sleep in his bed.  Ferdy is not a puppy anymore, he is really big and still likes 
his teddy and fetching balls and sometimes he sleeps on my bed.  Our dog is the best dog 
because he is loyal and funny and cuddly.  
 
These two pieces lack sentence fluency in two different ways.  The first is choppy, producing a singsong 
cadence when it is read aloud.  The second contains many long sentences, with multiple commas and an 
overuse of the word ‘and’.  Now read the student example below and note the varying sentence lengths, 
including the occasional short, sharp sentence for effect. Hear the sound of the writing as you read. 
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An enemy soldier’s perspective 

 

I didn’t think about the endless heat when I was convinced to come rescue this vast empty 

country. I didn’t think that the ones living here would dare put up a fight when we are going 

to do the right thing by this land and not waste it like them. All this space and no one to fill 

it. Absurd. We were even going to give them jobs, let them tend to the land as they were 

doing earlier. It doesn’t make sense.  

 

My eyes scanned the deserted streets for the rebels from the base; two young women and 

one young male. No one knew how or why they got out, they were getting water and good 

food and we only eliminated those that were disobeying our simple orders. I would have 

given everything to live that well at home.  
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