
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Principal’s Report 
Subject Selection 
The Year 7-11 subject selection process is underway and 
I direct you to Tom Bleicher’s article in this newsletter 
for further details. I encourage everyone to take up the 
WebEx counselling and information opportunities over 
the next two weeks – it was especially successful with 
the VCE/VCAL sessions and is a great way of keeping 

in touch with teachers and ensuring your selections are relevant to you. 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Parent Teacher Interviews will take place on Thursday, 17th September. All Interim reports and 
information regarding booking interviews will be sent home next week, on 10th September.  
These interviews will run via remote means this year due to Covid-19 restrictions. Information will 
be emailed to you and will contain a list of WebEx numbers for teachers and a ‘How to…’ sheet for 
getting onto Xuno bookings. Phone interviews will be available but you will need to contact 
classroom teachers directly to organise this. 
Keep an eye on your emails to see this information. 
 
Lee-Anne Sherwell 
Principal 
 
Principal’s Availability over the Next Week 
Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
At School At School At School At School At School 
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BOORT, 3537 
Ph: 03 5455 2201 

Mobile 0477 741 594 
Email: boort.district.p12@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.boortds.vic.gov.au 

VISION STATEMENT 
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 

 

BDS Motto:  ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 

BDS Beliefs and Values: Pursuing Excellence in all Areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided  
before this time. 

 

DIARY DATES 
September 
8th Year 7-11 Subject Selection 
9th Finance Meeting 
16th School Council Meeting. 
17th Parent/Teacher interviews 
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Subject selection and counselling processes for Year 8-11 students 
This week will continue our subject selection and counselling process for 2021.  All Year 7-11 students will 
receive electronic copies of their subject selection documents through their gmail emails.  Hardcopies will be 
available for collection next Monday from the end of the Grey building facing Malone Street. 
Students and parents / carers need to read the instructions on these sheets to select courses for 2021. 
For Year 7-9 students and parents / carers 
Please note below the changes that have been put into place to deliver a broad range of the Victorian 
Curriculum to our students.  Previously, we have worked on a “Points” basis, for Level 2 and Level 3 
subjects.  This is no longer the case.  Students will simply have to complete a specific number of units in 
each Key Learning Area by the end of Year 10.  These are outlined below: 
Commerce                  3 units 
Geography and History 5 units in total across History and Geography, with a minimum of 

two from each 
The Arts    4 units 
Technology    3 units 
Health and Physical Education 5 units, 2 units minimum in Physical Education, 1 unit minimum in 

Home Economics,1 unit Health at Year 9 compulsory 
 

Science, English and Mathematics units are completed each semester, with Languages compulsory Year 7 
and Semester 1 Year 8. 
Music is offered to students through specific lesson tutorial, based on availability of tutors.  Gateways and 
Publishing House are Integrated Studies units that cover a range of Victorian Curriculum areas. 
Units studied at NCTTC will count as 1 Technology unit / subject, except for Visual Communication, 
Digital Photography and Multimedia, which will count as 1 Art unit / subject. 
For Year 10 and 11 students and parents / carers 
Some subjects have not been included as they were not selected in initial selections or were only very low 
numbers.  These can still be studied through Video Conferencing from other schools, Distance Education or 
the Virtual Learning Network through Bendigo Senior Secondary College.  Please contact the appropriate 
VCE and Key Learning Area staff to get advice if there are clashes or difficulties in choosing your course. 
Counselling processes 
In order to organise course selections and provide counselling / advice for students and parents / carers, the 
following process will occur over the next few weeks: 

1. Year 7 student and parent / carers information session – 7.00pm Tuesday 8th September on WebEx 
Meeting number:  577 275 011, Password:  Boort  This session  will explain how the selection  
process works and what can be expected for student courses over the next few years. 

 

2. Year 7-11 subject selection counselling will be available to students and parents / carers from 
7.00pm on Tuesday 8th September and for the following week.  Students and parents / carers will 
need to email people that they want to talk to about course selection such as VCE teachers, Home 
Group teachers or Key Learning Area co-ordinators, to arrange a WebEx or phone counselling 
session.  Another copy of staff emails and WebEx addresses will be sent to students.  The subject 
selection handbooks are available on the school website to read – they are in the Teaching and 
Learning section.  They include selection advice and descriptions of subjects for selection. 

 

3. All selections are due to be returned to the school by the end of Tuesday 15th September.  Selections 
can be returned to the box in the end of the Grey building or emailed to the school or 
bleichert@boortds.vic.edu.au  We will then match these selections with our staffing.  Further cuts or 
re-selections may occur. 

Tom Bleicher 
 

Whole School Assembly 
On the last day of Term 3, Friday 18th September, we will run a whole school 
WebEx assembly. We will finish off our term with messages from our school 
captains, news for starting Term 4, celebrations of student achievements and 
a viewing of the ‘staff surprise’ for students. 
Everyone can log in at 1.50pm using WebEx number – 165 465 8472, 
password - English 
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WebEx Linking 
With hopefully only three weeks of remote learning to go, most students have certainly worked hard to get 
on top of the challenges that this term has posed.  We ask parents / carers to ensure that students have their 
video functions turned “on”.  Having no visual to teach to makes the teaching / learning process much less 
effective. 
Tom Bleicher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scholastic Book Club 
Issue 6 of Scholastic Book Club is now available. Orders for Issue 6 of Scholastic Book Club need to be 
completed by Friday 4th September.  Please note that all orders need to be completed and paid for online. 
Payment cannot be accepted at Boort District School. 
 
A2.3 Drama 
Like all subjects, we’ve really had to think outside the box (while our faces are inside one!) in Drama.  We’ve 
been doing a weekly challenge to keep us up and doing, alongside our classwork on the Suitcase Series, which 
Boort has been involved in for 10 years now!  This week’s challenge was to create a photo that represented a 
movie title.  See if you can guess the titles depicted below (answers later in the newsletter).  
 

Guess the movie title… 

 

Stay tuned… 
The Staff have been hard at work putting together a little surprise 
to lift your spirits for the last few weeks of remote learning. It 
will appear on the Boort District P-12 School Facebook page by 
the end of this week.  
 



 

 
Unit 2 Biology: Meiosis 

Students of Unit 2 Biology are studying meiosis. This is a nuclear division involved in sexual 
reproduction. In this division, the nucleus divides on two occasions. Students worked in pairs with 
the aim of presenting, as a model, the stages in the process of meiosis. Notice the many creative and 
delicious ways to complete this task in the kitchen and at the sewing table.  
I hope you find their handiwork as impressive as I do! 
Mme Siân 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

Goldfields Library Agencies Storytime Sessions  
Term 3 2020 

 
To supplement Storytime Sessions via Facebook and YouTube, Goldfields Library Agencies will participate in 
live storytime sessions via Zoom beginning the week of 24th August 2020 for the rest of this term. These are 
being facilitated by SFSC-Loddon. 
 
TUESDAYS 10.30-11.00am (8th Sept & 15th Sept) 
Inglewood & Bridgewater: Ange 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92367863419 
 
WEDNESDAYS 10.00-10.30am (9th Sept)  
Serpentine Week One: Hayley 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98317120528 
 
WEDNESDAYS 10.00-10.30am (16th Sept)  
Wedderburn Week Two: Hayley 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97617754465 
 
FRIDAYS 11.00-11.30am (4th Sept, 11th Sept & 18th Sept) 
Pyramid Hill & Boort: Elise 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96007794723 
 
If these sessions are popular and there is a good level of 
participation, they may continue during Term 4. 
 
Please feel free to promote to your MCH families and 
contact Susie Hawke, SFSC – Loddon Early Years Facilitator, 
on 0418 811 414 for further information. 
 
 
 

Answers to Guess the movie title: 
Cat in the Hat, Thor 
Five Feet Apart, Beauty and the Beast 
The Devil Wears Prada, The Jungle Book 
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APPLYING FOR TAFE COURSES 

 
You can learn just about anything and gain nationally recognised qualifications with 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
 

VET providers, including TAFE and RTOs, operate across Australia and deliver highly 
transferable skills which can increase your employability. The focus is on student success and 

practical training that is designed to prepare students for the workplace. Courses are developed 
in consultation with business and industry to ensure skills are relevant and in demand. 

 
Do you know what you want to study? 

Each course will lead you in a different direction. If you already know what you want to study, 
then you need to find a course in that Study Area, which you can do on your local training 

provider’s website. 
 

Read the rules 
When you apply you agree to adhere to student guidelines and pay certain fees, so it’s a good 
idea to read all the paperwork thoroughly before you commit to anything. If there’s something 
you’re not sure about just pick up the phone and call the training provider for an explanation. 

 
How are you going to pay for it? 

There is LOTS of financial support available for students, and many courses are free (or almost 
free) for school leavers. But before you apply, you need to know what funding support you are 

eligible for and how to make sure you get it. Read the fee details in the course handbook, and if 
in doubt just check with the training provider before you apply. 

 
Apply Online 

Once you’ve found the right course for you simply click on ‘Apply Now’ to start your journey (if the 
course states that you have to apply through VTAC - you will need to create a VTAC account). 

Not ready to commit? Click ‘Enquire Now’ instead – someone will be in touch soon to walk you 
through your options and help you apply. You may need forms or other documents through the 
process, but they will tell you what you need and how you need to submit it. Make sure you pay 

attention to any deadlines, or you may lose your spot. 
 

To explore TAFE courses in Victoria visit: 
www.skills.vic.gov.au/victorianskillsgateway/Students/Pages/default.aspx or visit the individual 

TAFE Institutes Website. 
 

There are currently many FREE Tafe courses in Victoria – for further information visit  
https://www.vic.gov.au/free-tafe 

 
 

Source: https://studyworkgrow.com.au/further-learning/apply-for-tafe/ 
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