
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Absences 

During the last two weeks we have seen an increase in the absences 

for students. With remote learning taking so much face-to-face 

teaching time away from classes, teachers have been organising tasks 

to be completed right up to the last class teaching day. Students 

going to Charlton do not finish until 7th December. Frustration is 

being felt by all as we try to complete our units of work. Year 10 

students officially finish this Thursday and can leave school if they 

have employment (as long as parents send a note in). All other 

students finish classes around the end of the next week in time for 

activities programmes to start.  

Fees 

Last week, fee lists and booklists were given to every student to take 

home. Please read the documentation carefully and return all 

information to school as soon as you can. Thanks to Merryn Rees, Val Henderson, Lois Mitchell, Vikki 

Couper and Tom Bleicher for getting all this information together. 

During the first week back in 2021 a letter will be sent to all families asking for updates of information – 

changing addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses, family occupation information, permission to 

give contact details to the Parents’ Club and medical information. 

Final Weeks of 2020 

As this year draws to a close, I would like to point out events coming up.  

Correction Day – Friday 4th December (Pupil free day – no students at school) 

Year 6 to 7 step-up day – Wednesday 9th December 

Activities Programme starts on Thursday 10th December for all Year F-9 students. Information will go 

home soon.  

F-4 Celebration afternoon is to be held on Tuesday 15th December (No parents on-site). 

Presentation Night will be on Tuesday 15th December starting at 7.30pm (remote).  
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VISION STATEMENT 
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We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as  

supervision is not provided  

before this time. 

 DIARY DATES 

December 

2nd Preschool Transition 

4th Correction Day – Pupil Free 

7th Parents’ Club Meeting 

9th Year 6 Step-up day 

10th & 11th Yr 7 & 8 Canoe Program 

10th Activities Program F-9 starts 

11th Booklist returned or entered 

online. 

15th Presentation Night (Remote) 

15th Celebration Day F-6 

17th Last day Students 

18th Pupil Free Day 
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Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th December will be used for cleaning the rooms, desks and straightening 

out supplies and materials for 2021. Transition meetings for teachers will occur during these days. If any 

students come to school on these two days, they will help with cleaning, as no formal classes will be run. 

Friday 18th December – Pupil free day. Last day of term 4 

 

Lee-Anne Sherwell 

Principal 

 

Principal’s Availability over the Next Week 

Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

At School At School At School At School   At School 
 

Booklists  

Booklists need to be completed and returned to the school or entered online by the 11th December. 

Acceptable use agreements 

Can all students and parents/carers sign the Acceptable use agreements and return them to the school as soon as 

possible. 

 

2020 Australian Geography Competition 

In Semester 1, students from several Geography classes took part in the 2020 Australian Geography Competition.  

Congratulations to all those who sat the 35 minute multiple-choice test.  Some excellent results were recorded 

(please see below). 

Credit Distinction High Distinction 

Danica Niven 

Emma Zanker 

Kate Beattie Edward Moresi 

 

Drew Crilly 

Humanities Coordinator 

 

BDS Library 

Boort District School Library will close on Friday, 11th December; this is to allow for a stocktake to occur. We 

require all books and readers to be returned by this date.  

Thanks 

Val Henderson. 

Vikki Lanyon. 

 

Parents’ Club Meeting – Monday 7th December. 

Our next meeting will be Monday 7th December at 9am via WebEx. If you would like to join us, please see the 

Meeting Information 

Meeting link:   https://eduvic.webex.com  

Meeting number: 165 497 4627 

Password:  Boort 

 

Year 7 Science: Forces 

This term, Year 7 students were learning about Forces. Our class found that without the contact force of friction, we 

would not be able to hold a pencil to draw or walk to the canteen for our lunch.  We checked out gravity and how it 

forms field lines around Earth. We looked at magnetic fields and finally investigated simple machines. 

In the practical below, we studied how the effort force required to balance a load on a see-saw is affected as it is 

moved closer to the fulcrum.  

I encourage parents to ask their students about these Key Terms: Effort, Load and Fulcrum. You may like them to 

explain their observations and results of the practical. 

Recently, Ms. Pickering came to our classroom in her capacity as Literacy Specialist. Ms Pickering explained the 

importance of using Key Terms in our definitions and then we enjoyed doing a puzzle to support our learning 

intention. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Karen Coutts for her assistance and dynamism in our classes. Karen is 

quick to pick up the concepts and skills to help students understand and engage in all facets of their learning. 

Mme Siân 

 

 

https://eduvic.webex.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Boort Show@BDS WOOL AND CEREAL JUDGING 

The Gateways Class have recently completed their wool and cereal judging competition at school this year.  We 

thank Tyler Nelson, Mark Perryman, Russell Frew, Andrew Byrne and Jacqui Challis for their time in helping to 

upskill and prepare the students for this.  Students were able to view the entries on our Youth Day last Friday.  We 

thank all families who took part in bringing in wool or cereals for judging.  Photos of placegetters will go into next 

week’s newsletter after presentations.  Many thanks to Maddy Scott and the A and P Society for their support and 

providing the ribbons and certificates. 

 

WOOL 

The winners were: 

1. Fine Merino fleece 

1st – Eliza Perryman 

2nd – Jacob Malone 

3rd – Griffin Lanyon 

2. Medium Merino fleece 

1st – Bridget Perryman 

2nd – Jed Perryman 

3rd – Jacob Malone  

3.  Best Lamb wool 

1st – Ed Wilson 

 

CEREALS 

1. Sheaf of wheat in head – dry farming    

Ist – Alec Velleley 

2nd – Beau Kane 

3rd – Alex Chamberlain  

2. Sheaf of wheat in head – irrigated farming 

1st – Alex Chamberlain 

2nd – Will Toose 

3rd – Eva Perryman 

3. Sheaf of oats in head – dry farming 

1st - Connor McNally 

4. Sheaf of oats in head – irrigated farming 

1st -  Eva Perryman 

2nd – Lauren Gawne  



 

5. Sheaf of barley – dry farming  

1st – Will Toose 

2nd – Connor McNally 

3rd - Alec Velleley 

6. Sheaf of barley- irrigated farming 

1st – Eva Perryman 

2nd – Beau Kane 

3rd – Lauren Gawne 

7. Best sheaf of canola 

All state variety 

1st – Connor McNally 

2nd – Tayla Gooding 

3rd - Will Toose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gateways Furniture Refurbishment 

Over the last few weeks, Gateways students have been busy with sandpaper, sanders and paint, refurbishing many of 

our pieces of garden furniture. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 



 

 
Goldfields Library 

In this strange old year Victorian Youth Week has arrived!  

As we all take a breath Goldfields Libraries are excited to present a series of informative, inspiring and creative 

virtual events for young people on the theme of: Climate Wise, Sustainable Savvy. 

We recognise that young people are concerned about the future of our world but we believe there is great hope and 

many positive individual actions which will make a difference. We hope our program will shine a light! 

We would greatly appreciate your assistance in promoting our Victorian Youth Week Program. While our target 

audience is young people aged 12 – 25 years older adults would be welcomed too. 

An electronic version of the full program is available at www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/youthweek, but in a nutshell: 

 Climate Anxiety – Turn the overwhelm into empowerment - Tue 8 Dec, 7-8pm   

Turn overwhelming feelings from environmental concerns into empowering actions to make being climate 

conscious ecofriendly and waste wise easier. 

 Climate Wise Youth - Thu 10 Dec, 7-8pm 

Join an exciting panel of young people for conversation about productive strategies, optimism and grassroots 

organising 

 Annie Raser-Rowland – The Art of Frugal Hedonism - Tue 12 Dec, 7-8pm   

If you think frugality is about saving old tea bags and grumbling a lot, this talk is for you. 

 Vision for the Future – Vison boards for youth - Wed 6 Jan, 2-3pm 

What is your vision for a more sustainable future? What do you want your world to look like? 

 Chris Kennett – Cartoons for Climate Change - Thu 14 Jan, 2-3pm   

Digital artist, animator and illustrator Chris Kennett will share tips, tricks and skills on creating cartoons 

with impact that just might make a difference! 

Events will take place via Zoom and bookings can be made via the link above. 

For more information please contact: 

Tammy Higgs – Coordinator, Programs and Events 

tammyh@ncgrl.vic.gov.au 

Melissa Marriner – Coordinator, Communications   

melissam@ncgrl.vic.gov.au  
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