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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
‘Achieving Excellence Together’
BDS Beliefs and Values: Developing resilience within individuals

DIARY DATES
March
17th School Council Meeting
18th LMR Swimming at Swan Hill
24th Parent Teacher interviews
26th Crazy Hair Day
30th Yr 5 & 6 Red Ball Tennis
April
1st Last Day Term One
19th Term 2 begins

Principal’s Report
Parent Teacher Interviews
Interim reports for Years 5-12 students as well as booking information
for interviews will be sent home today with the oldest member of each
family. If your child is on camp, the information will be given to a
sibling.
NAPLAN
As we prepare for NAPLAN in May this year, there are online practice
tests available for students and families to see. Go to the following
website:
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site

Torquay Camp
Our Year 8 students finally went off to camp today after their last scheduled departure was cancelled due to
the snap lockdown. We hope they have a fabulous time. Thanks to Mrs Chamberlain for her organisation of
this camp.
Last Day of Term 1 and Start of Term 2
The school term finishes at 2.30pm on Thursday 1st April. There will be a whole school assembly on the
last day of term commencing at 2.10pm. The 2nd April is Good Friday. Term 2 commences on Monday 19th
April.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal
Principal’s Availability Over the Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
At School
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

Listening and Communication Skills – What Do We need To Know?
At the last assembly, I spoke to students about two simple, yet, difficult, concepts – being “kinder” to each other and
others, and having the ability to “read the room”.
Being kinder to one another is all about communication, with listening skills at the forefront. We all need to be
prepared not to interrupt, to know how to join a discussion or conversation effectively and where and when certain

conversations should take place. Using specific words or phrases such as “excuse me”; “thank you” and “please”
often form the cornerstone of effective conversation. We also need to learn to listen actively and think, before we
contribute. We will be working with our students, especially our Year 7 and 8 students, on developing these skills in
the near future.
“Reading the room” involves looking around you, listening and getting a feel of what is the most appropriate
behaviour, based on what others around you are doing or what needs to be done! The setting is quite important to
consider – classroom, oval, meeting, library, assembly, PE class, at a table with friends. We want our students to be
able to “read the room” and act appropriately in whatever setting they find themselves in.
We ask parents / carers to model and discuss these behaviours with their children, so that together we can move them
towards adulthood in the best manner possible. Students do not have the right to interrupt other students, other
people or the teacher. If this happens continually, it impacts on the teaching and learning process in all aspects of
life.
Tom Bleicher
Assistant Principal
Scholastic Book Club
Issue 2 of Scholastic Book Club is now available. Orders for Issue 2 of Scholastic Book Club need to be completed
by Thursday, 18th March. Please note that all orders need to be completed and paid for online. Payment cannot be
accepted at Boort District School.

YEAR 4-6 INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
The Primary Interschool Cross Country is being held at the Bendigo Racecourse on the 5th May. Students
compete in their age groups and run the same distance that they compete in at our school cross country,
9/10yo = 2km, 11yo & 12yo = 3km. This event will require parental accompaniment to the event and will
require two parents to take on marshalling duties at the event. Unfortunately, we will not be able to staff
the event at this stage. Entry cost is $4 per student.
If your child is in Year 4-6 and is interested in competing in the Interschool Cross Country, expressions of
interest must be made in writing to Mr. Rowley by the Monday 29th March.

School Bus Information
1. The Quambatook morning pick up times have recently been checked by the driver and altered slightly as a
result. Each family on this run should have received an adjusted times list from their child/ren.
2. After discussion with the owner operator with a view to reducing the overall time of the run, the Durham Ox
bus run will operate in reverse direction for the afternoon run from Week 10 of this term. Each family on this
run should have received an adjusted afternoon drop off times note.
3. School Bus Management System. All students who are part of the School Bus Management System (all
travellers that use the Pyramid Hill bus to get to the Durham Ox bus) are required to go online and apply for
and accept travel offers for each term.
Website: schoolbusapplication.ptv.vic.gov.au
If you have any issues with this system please ring Public Transport Victoria 1800 800 007
4. If you wish your child to use the school buses to go to a friend’s house etc please contact and request this
from the school Office at least 3 days before travel.
Adrian Grogan Bus Coordinator

AROUND THE ROOMS
This week we are visiting…5/6
Over the past few weeks in writing, we have been focusing on the structure of a
narrative. We are using our VCOP strategies to make sure our writing “hooks” the
reader into wanting to read more. A thesaurus is now our best friend to help us up
level our vocabulary! Check out Jesse Fuller’s ASTOUNDING writing!
Just a reminder that Year 6’s are selling raffle tickets at lunch time over the next
few weeks and booklets have also been taken home. Any “Eastery” donations would
be gratefully accepted.

YEAR 12 OES OTWAYS CAMP
Last week students from Unit 3 Outdoor and Environmental Studies attended a camp to Apollo Bay and
Cape Otway. Students stayed at Bimbi Park on Cape Otway and engaged in a variety of activities including
eBiking around Cape Otway, bushwalking to Parker Inlet, rock climbing, sea kayaking with Australian Fur
Seals and zip lining through the treetops at the Otway Fly, as well as undergoing a tour of the Cape Otway
Lighthouse.
They had a fantastic time and learnt a lot about the history of the area, as they look to transition this
experience back to their assessments.

NETFIT with Sarah Wall

Last Friday morning, the Year 4/5’s were incredibly lucky to get to take part in a NETFIT session with the fantastic
Sarah Wall. Sarah put the kids (and Mr Hatcher) through their paces, with lots of different drills and even some
game time on the court. The budding netballers had an amazing time at the session and were extremely grateful to be
given such a fabulous opportunity.
Huge thanks to Karen Coutts for her organisation of everything, Izzy Coutts for her help setting up and assistance in
running the session, and also Roxy Aldrich for helping run the game play!

2021 House Swimming Sports Results
The overall results of the House Swimming
Sports were announced at the last school
assembly with; Gungaroo 3rd, Wakooka 2nd
and Maroochy 1st from combined scores of
both junior and senior school swimming
sports. Maroochy Sports Captains – Brianna
Stevens, Izzy Coutts, Jake Boyd, Owen
Byrne and Cooper Gooding were presented
with the winning shield.

Wednesday Menu
Please see attached to the newsletter a new menu for Terms 2 & 3 of our hot food options.
This year again on a Wednesday, we will be having an alternating menu. Below is the
timetable of options available. Ordering will be on the day as per normal.
Hot Potato - potato, coleslaw, cheese & sour cream

$4.50

Chicken wrap - wrap, 2 chicken tenders, lettuce, tomato & cheese plus mayo or Sweet
Chilli sauce
$4.50
Hot Dog- bun, saveloy & sauce/mustard

$3.50

Hamburger - bun, meat, lettuce, tomato, beetroot & cheese

Term 2

$4.50

Term 3

21.4.21 Hot Potato

14.7.21 Hamburger

28.4.21 Chicken wrap

21.7.21 Hot Dog

5.5.21 Hamburger

28.7.21 Hot Potato

12.5.21 Hot Dog

4.8.21 Athletic sports

19.5.21 Hot Potato

11.8.21 Chicken wrap

26.5.21 Chicken wrap

18.8.21 Hamburger

2.6.21 Hamburger

25.8.21 Hot Dog

9.6.21 Hot Dog

1.9.21 Hot Potato

16.6.21 Hot Potato

8.9.21 Chicken wrap

23.6.21 Chicken wrap

15.9.21 Hamburger

Please keep this list on the fridge as a reference.

WINTER MENU
Terms 2 & 3

Available everyday
Hot Cheese Rolls
Hot Ham Rolls
Hot Chicken Rolls
Hot Ham & Cheese
Hot Chicken & Cheese
Nachos (Year 5 to 12 only)

$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$4.50
$4.50
$3.50

Rolls, sandwiches & wraps as per Term 1 & 4 menu

Monday & Thursday
Pies and Pasties
Sausage Rolls….11cm
Party Pies

$4.50
$3.00
$1.20

Tuesday & Friday
Steamed Dim Sims

$1.00 each

Wednesday
Every Wednesday will be an alternate menu- please refer to
attached sheet for timeline of Wednesday options.
ENJOY
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