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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
‘Achieving Excellence Together’
BDS Beliefs and Values: Developing resilience within individuals

Principal’s Report
Open Afternoon
We are inviting everyone along to a Parents, Grandparents and Special
Friends Afternoon on Thursday 3rd June from 2.30pm. Have a look at
the attached invitation to come along and see our students at work. All
are welcome.
Absences
Thanks to all families who notify us of student absences. The SMS
messaging is going well and we are able to keep track of who is away.
Don’t forget, you can just ring the Office if you can’t get on to Xuno
to reply.
Illness
As we move into flu season, I just want to remind all families of the
necessity of keeping ill children at home, particularly if vomiting has
occurred. If anyone gets ill at school, we will call you.
Xuno
Remember to keep looking at Xuno for feedback on tasks and
assessments completed. Progress reports are also available from many
teachers, especially in the F-6 area. Remember also that summary reports only will be sent home at the end
of this semester, for all students.
Pupil Free days coming up
For Report Writing and Correction purposes, on Tuesday 15th June, we will have a pupil free day. This is
the day after the Queen’s Birthday public holiday.
It is also important to note that the F-6 students (only) will not be required at school on Friday 11th June as
all the primary teaching staff will be attending a professional development session. Year 7-12 classes will
continue as normal on Friday 11th June.
DIARY DATES
MAY
19th School Council
24th & 25th Year 8 Granites Camp
25th-27th Driver Ed
25th F-6 Gymnastics
28th Biggest Morning Tea
28th Whole School Assembly
JUNE
3rd Parents, Grandparent, special
friends afternoon. 2.30 -3.30pm
8th – 10th VCE Exams
9th GAT
11th F-6 only pupil free day
14th Queen’s Birthday Holiday
15th Pupil Free day all students
18th Yr 9 Try a VET day NCTTC
21st – 25th Year 11 Trip

Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal

Principal’s Availability over the Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
At School
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

Boort District School Parents’ Club Thermomix Raffle.
Thank you to everyone who purchased a ticket for our raffle.
The raffle was drawn at School on Monday 17th May and the lucky name was Roxy Train.
Congratulations Roxy!!!
Thanks to our Parents’ Club for organising the raffle.

School Council would like to send out a notice of expressions of interest for anyone who would like to
be a part of the three sub-committees of Council. Those committees are: Finance, Buildings and
Grounds and Education. Finance deals with the payments and budgets of the school, Buildings and
Grounds deals with the beautification of the grounds and maintenance and Education deals with policy
development and review. If you are interested in becoming a member of any of these sub-committees,
please contact myself. Emails are a great way to contact us. Send one to the school email
(boort.district.p12@education.vic.gov.au) and put ‘School Council Sub-committee’ in the subject line.
All questions and queries are welcome.

Dear Parents and Carers,
Many of you have asked when we are starting
our ‘reading parents at school’ activity. We
are working on running a tutorial for parents
who wish to help with this task so everyone
will be doing the same thing. However, with
our Tutor programme, MacqLit, MiniLit and
other withdrawal activities occurring during
Term 2, we feel the students have enough on
their plates at this time.
As soon as we have ironed out how we want
our new look ‘reading parents at school’ to be
run, we will let everyone know so those of
you who wish to be involved, can be.
Thanks for your understanding.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal

VCAL Barbeque
On Friday the VCAL class is going to be hosting
a sausage sizzle and would love to have
the majority of the school to come and try out the
amazing snags and slices. The sausages will be
$2.50 and the hedgehog slice will also be $2.50.
Order forms have been sent home for Foundation
to Year 3 students to order sausages or slice.
Years 4-12 are requested to bring money on the
day and pay at point of purchase. Change will be
available.

What is the “Voice” that we are looking for!
In Home Group assemblies over the next three weeks, classes will be talking about the three components of the
“voice” definition. Over the course of the year, staff and students will look at ways of improving their
communication skills both within the classroom and in their general lives. Please talk to your child about what they
believe these mean in their lives at home and at school!
Voice is sharing thoughts and ideas in an environment underpinned by trust and respect.
It is offering realistic suggestions for the good of the whole.
It is about accepting responsibility for not only what is said but also what needs to be done.
Men’s Shed at Work
Over the last month, the Men’s Shed has refurnished a number of tables and seats. The students are appreciative of
their efforts!

School Uniform
At Home Group last week, there was a uniform check for all students. Could parents / carers please ensure that
students are in full school uniform or supply a dated note explaining the situation and when it is likely to be
addressed. Correct uniform consists of black shoes, white / black socks, school uniform pants, shorts, dress, school
polo top and rugby top or soft shell jacket. Rooms are heated, therefore no hoodie should be worn under school
uniform. Students are encouraged to bring a coat if required for recess / lunch or moving between classes. These are
to be removed once in the classroom. F-6 students may be in full sports uniform only on their PE / Sport days.
Year 5-11 girls – during transition to the new track pants option, navy blue pants are acceptable. School uniform is
School Council endorsed. Please email Merryn Rees if you have uniform requirements or questions.
Tom Bleicher
Canteen News
A new menu is up on the school website for your use. The price of Nippys has increased to $2.50. Orange and Apple
juice are both available now at the cost of $2.00.
To encourage students away from single use plastic, I am asking for any
spare cutlery that you have at home for the students to use at recess and
lunchtime. This could be forks, soupspoons and knives etc. that they could
borrow then be washed for reuse. If you are able to help please send them
into the office.
Thanks Dawn.

Thanks to all those who have purchased books
through the scholastics’ Book Club. Pictured are
some of the books we have been able to procure
with the commission we received.

UNIT 1 BIOLOGY
We have had many exciting and challenging experiences so far this term.
For these wonderful learning experiences, I would sincerely like to thank our parent community.
With great excitement, a turtle visited our
school. Loretta brought a shy but
accommodating long neck which was
picked up as it was crossing a busy road.
Thankfully, with shell intact, we were able
to have a close look at the turtle before she
was released back into the wild.
Experience has taught me to hold the turtle
a little way from my shoes. Lily was
somewhat taken aback by the turtle’s
sudden release of fluid.

Unit 1 Biology’s experiences are
much enhanced by the contributions
of our community. Veterinary staff,
Dr Fiona Caine and Madeline Scott
provided their skills, time and
enthusiasm. Local sheep grazier,
Grant Malone, brought in a sheep for
the dissection. We all certainly
learned a great deal but obviously, the
fluffy and living were somewhat more
tactile and engaging than the
alternative.

NCD Cross Country
On Friday the 14th of May Boort District School took a team of 21 students to St Arnaud to compete in the NCD
Cross Country. The day was a great success with over half our competitors potentially making it through to LMR,
exact results and entries will be named and posted around the school during the week. Highlights for the day were as
follows:
1. Elias Lanyon running 3rd for the Senior Boys
2. Senior Girls having 6 competitors in the top 12 in a race of 21 students
3. Boort District School placing 3rd in the standardized scores
4. Boort District School placing 3rd overall
5. Boort District School placing 1st in the overall Girls scoring, taking home the shield that has been at St
Arnaud since 2002
Overall it was a really successful day, all students that put their hand up to make the trip over, gave it 100% and
should be proud to represent the school on any future occasions.













What happened in the book
~ at the start?
~ in the middle?
~ at the end?
Who were the characters (people or animals) in the book?
What did the character look like?
What sort of person was the character?
Did you like the character? Why / Why not?
What was the best part/picture in the book? Why?
How did the author make the story interesting?
Can you find any describing words in the book?
Ask them to identify where a particular part in the book happened.
Point to specific punctuation marks in the book and ask what they are used for.
Ask them to point to individual words in the book both common and unknown words. Talk
about how they are spelt and what they might mean.

Unit 1/3 OES Arapiles Camp
Last week students from Unit 1 and Unit 3 Outdoor and Environmental Studies travelled to Mt. Arapiles and the
Grampians on camp. Due to rather poor weather, our initial plans were thrown into disarray but through some
strategic weather watching we were able to pick a gap in the weather fronts to climb our way up to Hollow Mountain
to investigate the caves and crevices of the area and take in the overcast and cloudy views. Continuing on to camp
we once again picked our moments to explore Mt. Arapiles and avoid the rain before anchoring down our tents,
having an early meal and escaping to tents to avoid the 50km/h winds and brisk temperatures.
The next morning we woke to far better weather and were able to enjoy our rock climbing at Bushrangers Bluff with
The Climbing Company. Students were greeted with various challenging climbs ranging from a gentle Grade 3 to a
rather challenging Grade 16. Students climbed and belayed each other on the rock confidently whilst also taking part
in abseiling.
After lunch, we headed back to the Grampians to Mt. Staplyton Campground to engage in conservation works
removing Sallow Wattle from the surrounding area that has spread uncontrollably through the Grampians. Working
in a small area, students worked hard for 90 minutes cutting down the wattles and were of great assistance to the
Parks Victoria team.
Despite the challenging weather, students had a great time and will take importance experiences away to apply to
upcoming assessments.
Hayden Rowley & Chris Hatcher

AROUND THE ROOMS
This week we are visiting…
Year 4/5
Over the last five weeks Year 4/5 we have been learning all about different
microorganisms, and we are currently researching some different kinds of
bacteria, viruses and fungi. Here’s some facts we’ve learned this term!

Did you know?
Darby – Fungi have been around for a billion years
Leah – Viruses are so small that not even bacteria could see them
Emily – Ernest Duchesne discovered mould kills bacteria in 1896
Kaylie – Viruses can only survive 7 hours without a host
Amelia – Viruses are single celled organisms, which means they aren’t
actually living things
Noah – The Spanish Flu started in 1918
Jason – Fungi eats dead or decaying materials
Chaise – In 1928 Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin.
Asha – Mould grows from spores, which float around in the air
Abby – Moulds are the largest kind of fungi
Desiree – When a virus spreads, it can pick up some of it’s hosts DNA
and makes you really sick
Angel - Rhinovirus was discovered by Dr Winston at John Hopkins University
Tia – Viruses can’t spread without a host, and when they find a host they trick
its cell into replicating the virus
Cleo – There are good and bad fungi
Archer - The Rota Virus started in 1947
Indie – If you’ve got Corona Virus it can take up to two weeks for you to show
symptoms
Mason – Microorganisms can only be seen with a microscope, they cannot
be seen with your eye
Denver – Mushrooms are the most well known fungi, and some of them
can make you sick
Tanner – When you get sick with a virus, your body has memory cells that help to
remember how to fight that virus next time you get it
Troy – Food poisoning can give you a virus if the food is contaminated

Community News
Boort Golf Club
Free golf clinic this Friday from 4pm to 5pm out at the Boort golf course. Clubs and balls supplied.
Andrew Kane

