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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:

‘Achieving Excellence Together’

BDS Beliefs and Values: Acting with Integrity and Honesty

DIARY DATES
AUGUST
18th School Council Meeting.
23rd-27th Book Week
27th Whole School Book Parade.
24th Interschool Athletics Yr 7-12
26th Calder Athletics F – Yr6
31st Yr 7-12 Counselling night
September
8th Parent Teacher Interviews
13th Parents’ Club Meeting.

Principal’s Report
House Athletic Sports
Last Friday was a fabulous celebration of sports at BDS. The entire
school staff came out to support the students and run events on the
day. The weather was cool but perfect for the day (one little rain
shower during lunch) and the events ran smoothly. A huge thank
you goes to Brooke Chamberlain, Hayden Rowley and Chris
Hatcher for their organisation of the day. Thanks to all staff who
ran events and supervised students.
Many photos were taken and will be displayed in the newsletter
and in the school magazine at the end of the year. It was a shame
that we could not have spectators on site as that would have added

to the fun of the day.
Parent/Teacher Interviews and Interim Reports
We will go ahead with remote parent/teacher interviews on Wednesday 8th September. They will start at
1.00pm and finish at 7.45pm (with breaks for staff in between).
Interviews will be done via WebEx or phone – more information on how to book interviews will be
forthcoming with interim reports. Bookings will be done through Xuno.
Interim reports will be sent home via email by 2nd September. Look out for them.
Facebook
Our Facebook group has information and celebrations about student achievement. If you are not a member
of this group, please send a friend request to Boort District School Official Page. This group is only
available to parents/carers of BDS. Membership is by request only and all content is overseen by school
administrators.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal
Principal’s Availability over the Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
At School
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

From the survey
Last year’s parent survey showed the majority of parents felt that they received feedback from teachers in a
timely manner. The use of Xuno as a communication tool came about from the School Review in 2016 and
the multitude of meetings that occurred with parents in 2017. Xuno is an easy communication system that
allows for contact with all teachers and allows teachers to send comments on tasks to parents as they
happen – not waiting for end of semester reports.
It has been great to hear from parents who tell me that since remote learning breaks started in 2020, they
have used Xuno often to send messages to teachers and to check on progress reports.
As this is the main form of communication for the school, if anyone has any queries about using Xuno,
please contact the school office and talk to me.
Lee-Anne Sherwell

Compulsory face masks on all school buses.
The following is a directive from the Education Department.
In line with advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, fitted facemasks must be
worn indoors by everyone aged 12 years and older when on public transport and school
buses – unless a lawful exemption applies. We ask all families and students for their
support in carrying out this directive.

Book week
Our Boort District School/Scholastic Book Fair will be on the 23rd to the 27th August.
Whole School book parade on the 27th August, start thinking of ideas for a costume.
Due to limitations on Parents/Carers being onsight, sale of books
will be only available online or by cash. Students in Years F – 6
will be given an opportunity to view all books and then to fill
out a Wish List form. Parents/Carers then have the option of
deciding if they would like to make a purchase. This can be
done either by following the online payment option on the back
of the wish list form, (these need to be returned to the Library)
or by sending cash to the Library.
Most books are in the $10 - $20 range. Rubbers, pens $1 - $4

School Magazines.
If families would like a 2021 School Magazine and have not already ordered one at the
beginning of the year (with fees and subject contributions), please put $20 (cash/cheque) in an
envelope and hand in to the office as soon as possible.
If you have placed an order, but have not paid for it can you please do so, so that your order is
secured.
Jess Lee.

SPONSOR an ART TAG – Parents’ Club Fundraiser.
Sponsor an Art Tag and we will have them cut and engraved with your contribution. Together, this will form a
beautiful art installation and leave a lasting memento of your child’s school years. Each Art Tag will be
attached to the stairs near the sand pit.
Each tag is $25; if you require more than one, please copy the order form. (See below)
Please send order form and payment to the School Office by August 31st 2021.
Payment can be made by Cash / Chq / Card
or by the Try booking https://www.trybooking.com/BTQTV
Any queries please contact Kelly Henderson – parentsclubbds@gmail.com

Payment Options for Art Tags
Please do one of the following to pay for Art Tags:
1. Cheque – send in a cheque made to the correct amount, with your
order, to the General Office (Make Cheques payable to Boort
District School)
2. Cash – send in cash, with your order, to the General Office
3. Eftpos - Come into the Office and pay via Eftpos (please follow
Covid procedures – use the QR code check in, wear a mask, hand
sanitise, follow density limits (this may mean waiting outside for
someone to leave)
4. Try Booking – use the following QR code or weblink to pay for
your order AND send in your order form to the General Office at
school.
5. https://www.trybooking.com/BTQTV
No BPAY payments, please.

House Athletics Carnival
The House Athletics was a great day out for students and staff. Special thank you to the staff who had a full day
running events for both the primary and secondary events and to the senior students who offered assistance with
timing and measuring to ensure the day ran smoothly. Throughout the day, it was great to hear that students really
appreciated the fact the Athletics Carnival was happening and so many of the junior students were asking to run the
events again as it “was so much fun”.
The results of the day will be announced at the next school assembly and medallions will be presented to Age Group
Champions.

Winners
Thanks to everyone who submitted their Parent Opinion Surveys.
Here are the winners of the gift cards:
BP Fuel Voucher – Haw Family (first one in)
IGA Supermarket – Edubos Family
IGA Supermarket - Broad Family
Arnold’s Family Butcher- Howe/Bird Family
Arnold’s Family Butcher- Barraclough Family
The response has been fabulous and we appreciate the time and effort you
have put in to support our school.

National Science Week
Students of Years 1, 2 and 3 are investigating forces as part of their unit on space. This week the focus is on Mrs
Featherby’s class. Next week, Mrs Cummings/Mrs Adam’s class will show their skills.
Our students understand how Newton revealed the force of gravity and with great interest, we tested his third law of
motion. Creative skills combined very well with enthusiasm and ingenuity so that many different forms of “Balloon
Cars on Mars” were built. This adventure into design and construction brought about many happy outcomes and a
few disappointments. However, there is always hope. During our next lesson, there will be a focus on evaluation
and improvement of current design.
We are also joining Citizen Science by becoming Hoot Detectives. We listened to the sounds of our local owls and
other animals in our environment. We recognized the boobook owl quite easily.
Building

Time to give a go!

Now to give it a go!
Concrete but downhill vs shiny?
It is all about friction!

Parents’ Club Fundraiser.
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