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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:

‘Achieving Excellence Together’

BDS Beliefs and Values: Pursuing Excellence in all Areas

DIARY DATES
September
1st Parent Teacher Interviews
7th Subject selection WebEx
13th Parents’ Club Meeting.

Principal’s Report

Introducing our Mental Health Practitioner
At the end of last term, I announced the
successful recruitment of a mental health
practitioner for our school. Pauline started
here at the beginning of the Term and works on Fridays. She has added a small blurb
about herself in this newsletter. Welcome to the staff, Pauline.
Subject Selection
The 8-10 subject selection process is underway. I encourage everyone to take up the
WebEx counselling and information opportunity next Tuesday night, 7th September.
It is a great way of keeping in touch with teachers and ensuring your selections are
relevant to you.
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Parent teacher Interviews will start at 2pm today. Thanks to all parents and carers who have booked in for
an interview. This is a great chance to talk about remote learning, ask about what is coming next and to
meet staff you may not have seen before.
Welcome Back
We welcomed back Pam Adams from her long service leave last week. Pam travelled the far North coast
for a few weeks and returned to lockdown! We sent out huge thanks to Kylie Cummins for her work with
Pam’s class while she was absent and mentioned that we would be seeing her again.
Lee-Anne Sherwell
Principal
Principal’s Availability over the Next Week
Thursday
Friday
Monday
At School
At School
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

Whole School Assembly
There will be a whole school assembly on Friday after lunch at 2.00pm if we are back on site – outside the admin
building like an ANZAC day setup. If we are still in lockdown, then it will be via WebEx at 1.50pm. We invite
parents / carers to participate with their children. Athletic sports results will the one of the major items!
Meeting number: 577 275 011
Password: Boort
Year 7-10 Subject Selection
Next Tuesday, 7th September, will be our Year 7-10 subject selection counselling session. This will be conducted via
WebEx and run from 7.00pm to 8.30pm. A specific session will run for students and parents / carers of current Year
7 students between 7.00pm and 7.30pm on WebEx meeting number: 577 275 011 Password: Boort This session
will run through how the selection process works and where it may lead in coming years. Selections are due back to
the school and can be dropped in to end of Grey building or emailed to me thomas.bleicher@education.vic.gov.au
by the end of Monday 13th September.
All Year 7-10 students will receive individualised selection sheets based on previous units (subjects) completed,
compulsory units, blocks where they can choose and VCE/VCAL/ VET choices already made. These will be
emailed out to students and parents / carers later this week and there will also be hardcopies that can be picked up
from the end of the Grey building. The Year 7-10 Handbook is available on the school website. Please use this to
find out about unit content and the selection structure.
Students are expected to have completed the following minimum number of units / subjects across Year 8-10.
When selecting a course, ensure that you can reach these numbers of units by the end of Year 10. Follow
recommendations provided on the selection sheet.
Commerce
3 units
Geography and History
5 units in total across History and Geography, with a minimum of two from
each
The Arts
4 units
Technology
3 units
Health and Physical Education
5 units, 2 units minimum in Physical Education, 1 unit minimum in Home
Economics,1 unit Health at Year 9 compulsory
Science, English and Mathematics units are completed each semester, with Languages compulsory Year 7 and
Semester 1 Year 8. Music is offered to students through specific lesson tutorial, based on availability of tutors.
Gateways and Publishing House are Integrated Studies units that cover a range of Victorian Curriculum areas.
Units studied at NCTTC will count as 1 Technology unit / subject, except for Visual Communication, Digital
Photography and Multimedia, which will count as 1 Art unit / subject.
We ask that you make contact via email to arrange an interview time to discuss choices with Home Group teachers,
classroom teachers and Key Learning Area co-ordinators. Webex, email and role description information will be
provided to parents / carers. Please be prompt for your interview session – we are looking at 10 minute sessions.
Please contact me or Home Group teachers if you have any questions.
Tom Bleicher

School Magazines.
If families would like a 2021 School Magazine and have not already ordered one at the
beginning of the year (with fees and subject contributions), please put $20 (cash/cheque) in an
envelope and hand in to the office as soon as possible.
If you have placed an order, but have not paid for it can you please do so, so that your order is
secured.
Jess Lee.

Mental Health Practitioner - Pauline Ugle
Thank you for welcoming me to Boort District School as a member of the Wellbeing Team. I am a Social Worker
and look forward to working alongside everyone to improve the overall wellbeing of the school community in a
respectful and positive way.
What does the Mental Health Practitioner do?
 1:1 counselling (with guardian consent for Year 7-12 students)
 Small group sessions (with guardian consent for Year 7-12 students)
 Whole school community health and wellbeing promotion
Where are you from?
My family relocated from Bendigo to Boort last December. We camped at the caravan park every school holidays
and the lifestyle and environment here was really appreciated compared to living in the suburbs. So a decision was
made to move to Boort.
How many days do you work?
One day per week, this year I work Fridays during school term.
Where do I get more information?
To find out more, please contact Merryn Rees on email at merryn.rees@education.vic.gov.au or by phone
5455 2201.
How do I get in contact with you?
Please send me an email and I will respond on Fridays.
Email address: pauline.ugle@education.vic.gov.au
Of course, you can always contact Merryn or Lee-Anne Sherwell at any time.
Thank you, Pauline Ugle, Mental Health Practitioner
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