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Principal’s Report 

Welcome Back 

It is hard to believe that it is Term 4 already. We are all very relieved to 

have many students back on site after remote learning and thanks are not 

enough to acknowledge the support we have all received from families 

and students. Year 12 students are on the home stretch now working 

madly to complete assessments before exams begin. They sat their GAT 

yesterday with Year 11 students who are doing a Unit 3/4 subject. We 

look forward to seeing all our Year 11 students tomorrow and then 

welcoming back our Years 4-10 students to on-site learning from 

Monday – as a staggered return to school. The staggered return schedule has been loaded onto Xuno as a news item. 

Staff 

Congratulations to April Griffiths and Jake Hatcher who were married last Friday. Our best wishes to you both.  

Merryn Rees will be going on leave from the 21st October. Chris Hatcher will become the main contact for 

Wellbeing for the rest of the year. There will be some class reorganisation with Kylie Cummins taking F-6 PE. 

Snakes 

With the warmer weather approaching comes the risk of snakes entering our property. We ask everyone to be 

vigilant around the school and to warn the students to stay away from the outer perimeter and long grassy areas.  

Hats and Face Masks 

All students are required to be wearing hats during Term 4 if they are outside. So, whether you are in Foundation or 

Year 12, we ask that you cover up and protect yourselves from sun damage. Sunscreen is available. Facemasks are 

compulsory for all Year 7-12 students as they travel to and from school and while they are on-site. The need for face 

masks will be reviewed as new Health advice becomes available. 

Other Covid Measures 

We still need to maintain vigilance around hand hygiene. Hand sanitiser is available in all classrooms and soap is 

available in the toilets. Everyone needs to be conscious of social distancing and practise it. Visitors on-site are still 

limited to Department staff, contractors and cleaners. As rules change to allow more visitors, we will let you know. 

Unfortunately, no camps, incursions or excursions can occur at this time.  

Code Red Days 

We are a ‘bushfire at risk’ school and therefore we run under the Department’s Code Red practices. An information 

piece is enclosed for all families, which details what we will do if a Code Red day is declared. Please remember, the 

Department of Education tell us when the school will close, with 24 hours’ notice. If a declaration is received, all 

families will be notified. School will not be open for anyone if a Code Red day is declared. 
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VISION STATEMENT 

Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 

environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 
 

BDS Motto:  ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 

BDS Beliefs and Values: Acting in a Safe and Responsible Manner 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES 

October 

11th Parents’ Club Meeting 

13th Finance Meeting 

20th School Council Meeting 

20th Last Day Year 12 

November 

2nd Melbourne Cup Holiday 
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Canteen 

The canteen is open for business.   

 

Lee-Anne Sherwell 

Principal 

Principal’s Availability over the Next Week 

Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

At School At School  At School At School At School 

 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide 

clear direction on the safest options for preserving life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-

Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire 

danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology 

district.  Our school has been identified as being one of those 

at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with 24 hours notice of a 

potential Code Red day closure by letter and SMS.  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency 

Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are advised of the 

confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  

This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important 

to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of 

Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children 

should never be left at home or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest 

option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency 

Management Plan, we regularly inspect trees and clear out potential hazards. Gutters are checked and any 

maintenance needed is carried out.  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the 

event that our school is closed.   

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us 

by reading our newsletters and keeping an eye on email – Xuno will be our quickest method of contact. 

 Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal 

area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

 

 You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education 

and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-

hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/


 

2021 END OF YEAR DATES 
VCE Unit 4 (Year 12 and some Year 11 students) 
Last day Year 12   Wednesday 20th October 
Tuesday 2nd November   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Study days Thursday 21st October – Tuesday 25th October 
Unit 3/4 and VET exams start  Wednesday 27th October 
Last Unit 3/4 or VET exam  Wednesday 17th November 
Year 12 dinner    TBC after exams 
 

VCE Unit 2 (Year 11 and some Year 10) 
Last day of Year 11 classes  Monday 15th November 
Study day    Tuesday 16th November 
Unit 2 exams start   Wednesday 17th November 
Unit 2 exams finish   Monday 22nd November 
Kickstart program begins  Monday 22rd November - Period 4 
Kickstart program ends   Friday 26th November 
Last day for Year 11 students  Friday 26th November 
 

VCAL 
Last VCAL day Intermediate and Foundation Friday 26th November  
Last VCAL day Senior Wednesday 20th October (if all Outcomes completed) 
 

Correction / Report Writing Day 
Friday 3rd December (Student free day) 
 

Year 10 and Years 5-10 
Last day for Year 10 students with employment is Thursday December 2nd   
Monday 6th December would be the last day at NCTTC for Year 9/10 students. 
 

Activities Program  
Wednesday 8th December – Year 6 to 7 step up 
Thursday 9th – Tuesday 14th December F-10 
 

Presentation Night Years 5-12 
Tuesday 14th December 
 

Celebration afternoon F-4 
Wednesday 15th December – F-4  
Wednesday 15th December - Year F-5 step up 
 

Finish 
Friday 18th December – 1.00pm finish (Student free day) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book week  
Our Boort District School/Scholastic Book Fair will be open until Wednesday 13th October.  

Due to limitations on Parents/Carers being on site, sale of books 

will be only available online or by cash. Students in Years F – 6  

will be given an opportunity to view all books and then to fill  

out a Wish List form. Parents/Carers then have the option of  

deciding if they would like to make a purchase. This can be  

done either by following the online payment option on the back 

of the wish list form, (these need to be returned to the Library with the receipt  

number) or by sending cash to the Library. 

Most books are in the $10 - $20 range. Rubbers, pens $1 - $4 

An email can be requested listing all books available by emailing the school 

boort.district.p12@education.vic.gov.au 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents’ Club Meeting 

Monday 11th October via WebEx  

WebEx meeting details: 

Time: 9am 

Meeting Number – 2652 656 0396  

Password – Parents. 

 
 

 

A Thank you from Parents’ Club! 

Hopefully by now each of the participants of the school 

drama production the ‘Apostrophes’ should have a 

little gift from Parents’ Club. 

Parents’ Club wanted to acknowledge your commitment 

and all your hard work especially under difficult 

circumstances to produce a school drama production the 

‘Apostrophes’. Thank you to Acacia Vernon, Macy 

Grogan, Alec Velleley, Joe Velleley, Ella Cole, Natalie 

Hall, Charlotte Junor, Immogen Eldershaw, Emma 

Zanker, Caitlyn Zanker and Danica Niven. 

Regards, BDS Parents’ Club. 

 

 
 

Hello Strava friends! 
 

Well done to all students, and staff, who have been getting in their physical activity and supporting each 

other using our ‘Boort District School – Keep Moving’ group on Strava. The second week we have gained 

1 athlete and some really great efforts are being put in to maintain our health and wellbeing with no 

community sport. 

 

Last week our winner was Bridie Doyle who had just the one raffle ticket in the draw, so it is anyone’s 

prize to win, as long as you log something through our group! 

 

This week’s winner is a Year 9 student, Eddie Moresi! 

 
 

Special Mentions 

Isabelle Hosking – Reaching double figures for activities logged over weeks 1 & 2. 

Year 9 students - Leading the way with 8 athletes and 21 activities. 

 

Mr Hatcher 

 

Boort DS Parents’ Club Showbags 2021 
With the Boort A & P Society having to cancel again due to COVID, they have  
asked Parent's Club to sell Showbags. In the past we have sold the Showbags  
on the day at the show but this year we will do it online!!  
To order please go to: 
https://www.trybooking.com/BUIMI 
Once ALL orders are in, we will collate and order the bags needed,  
once we get the bags, we will get them to you ASAP! 
Thank you for your support! 
Parent’s Club 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FBUIMI&data=04%7C01%7CValda.Henderson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cde954b51e21d4308ffe708d98490c787%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637686579619598831%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TGpNEh5%2FXzZ8m0yD4fsPQpAfYWjG9Wb%2B2qieDneZlrk%3D&reserved=0


 

Canteen News 
For the first two weeks of Term 4, the canteen will offer the following   
Hot Food menu: 
 
Week 1 
Thursday 7th Oct   Pies, pasties, sausage rolls & party pies 
Friday 8th Oct    Dim Sims 
 
Week 2 
Monday 11th Oct    Pies, pasties, sausage rolls & party pies 
Tuesday 12th Oct    Dim Sims 
Wednesday 13th Oct   Sweet Chilli Chicken Wraps 
Thursday 14th Oct   Pies, pasties, sausage rolls & party pies 
Friday 15th Oct    Dim Sims 
 
Week 3 
Hot food no longer available. A Term 4 menu of Rolls, Wraps and Sandwiches 
only commences. 
Thank you. 
 

 
Year 1/2 Alisha  For a terrific Platypus animal research task. 

 Becky r For a wonderful Koala animal research task 

 Scarlett  

Carrie  

For an amazing Giant African Millipede animal research task. 

For an excellent Red Rumped Parrot animal research task. 

 

Parent Concerns and Complaints Protocols – School Contact Details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Concerned Parent 

Telephone 
5455 2201 

Email: 
boort.district.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au  

or use Xuno to contact school leadership 
or relevant teacher. 

  
 

Write: 
9-27 Malone Street 

Boort VIC 3537 

Make an 
appointment 

5455 2201 

mailto:boort.district.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Parent Concerns and Complaints Protocols 
 
 

          Issue          Who can help? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All concerns, complaints and queries can be directed straight to the Regional Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

School Fees & 
payments, General 
enquiries, Admin 
matters 

Office manager – Vikki Couper 
Business Manager – Lois Mitchell 

Student Behaviour  
Incident of Bullying 
or Harassment. 

 

Welfare 
Coordinator, 
Home Group 

Teacher who may 
involve classroom 

teacher 

Assistant 
Principal or 

Principal 

Student Discipline  
Suspensions &/or 
Expulsions  
Critical Incidents  
Employee conduct or 
performance  
Conduct by DEECD 
Employees  
Parent Concerns & 
Complaints Process  
Other criminal matters  

 

Principal 
Regional Office 

5440 3111 

Principal 
Regional Office 

5440 3111 
 

Curriculum, 
Learning Program, 
Assessment or 
Reporting  

 

Classroom 
Teacher or 

Assistant Principal 
Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

How to read and send messages to teachers 

1. Click on the School menu and then click on the Messages item. If you're using a mobile device, 

you'll need to tap on the menu icon in the top right first, before you can tap on the School menu. 

2. Your most recent conversation will load by default. All of your previous conversations are listed in 

the left pane and you can click on a name to view its contents or to continue the conversation. Your most 

recent conversations are shown at the top. If you're using a mobile device you can tap the down arrow in 

the top header bar, to view your list of previous conversations. 

3. To start a new conversation, click on the plus icon in the left pane above your previous 

conversations, then choose a name from the list. On a mobile device you'll need to tap the down arrow in 

the top navigation bar, then click on the plus icon. Parents are able to send messages to all teachers and 

coordinators of their children, whereas students are only able to send messages to their current teachers and 

coordinators. 

4. Type your message into the field at the bottom labelled New message. 

5. You can also attach files by either dragging or dropping the file into the New message text area, or 

clicking the Attach button and selecting your file.  

6. When you are ready to send the new message click on the Send button. Once a message has been 

sent you will not be able to stop it or delete a previously sent message. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

XUNO 

Did you know that you can still contact staff directly via Xuno email?  Check out the 

instructions below for how to do this. Our new website also has the email protocol policy 

if you are wondering about when to email or what to put into an email. 
 



 

 



 

 

 

BOORT YANDO CRICKET CLUB - JUNIOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST. 

We are currently seeking expressions of interest for our Under 13 competition, which play in the Northern District 

Association and Under 17 competition which play in the Upper Loddon Cricket Association. If you are interested in 

being part of either team for the 2021/22 season, please send your expression of interest to 

boortyandocc1@gmail.com by Wednesday 6th October. For further information please contact Kim Potter (0447 554 

203) or Alister Knight (0447 652 751)  

 

 
BOORT-YANDO CRICKET CLUB INC 

Expression of Interests for 2021/22 Season 
 

Boort Yando Cricket Club are seeking junior players (GIRLS ARE WARMLY WELCOMED) for their Under 
13 and Under 17 cricket teams.   
  

U13 competition - boys need to be under 13 as of 31st August 2021 and girls can be under 
14 as of 31/08/21.  We can have 2 overage players in the team 
Boort-Yando are a member of the Northern District Cricket Association.  The competition occurs 
on Saturday mornings between 9am and 11.30am and most games are 2 day matches, batting 
one week and fielding the other. Each innings consists of 40 overs with each player bowling at 
least one over.  
 
U17 COMPETITION – players need to be under 17 as of 1st October 2021 
The competition occurs on Saturday mornings between 8.30am and 12pm and is a part of the 
Upper Loddon Cricket Association. 
 

More information on training and commencement of play will be sent out as soon as we have 
confirmation.  
 
If you are interested in being a part of either junior cricket team please complete the below form and 
email back to boortyandocc1@gmail.com by 6th October 
For further information please contact Kim Potter (0447 554 203) or Al Knight (0447 652 751) 
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Boort-Yando Cricket Club Junior Expression of Interest 
 

Player Name:      Date of Birth:     
 
Parent Name:      Contact No.:     
 
Email:         
 
Parent Signature:       

 

mailto:boortyandocc1@gmail.com
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