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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active
and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning
environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners.
BDS Motto:
‘Achieving Excellence Together’
BDS Beliefs and Values: Pursuing Excellence in all Areas

Principal’s Report
School council Elections
At the meeting of School, Council last week, the timeline for the
election process was discussed. Please see below for the timeline of
events. All families were sent an email with the school council
election nominations forms and some information about school
council.
I would like to thank our outgoing members for their time and
service and also remind them that they are able to re-nominate.
Those members whose terms finish are:
Carl Chamberlain and Doug Perryman - Parent
Merryn Rees and Dawn Anderson – Staff
The timeline is attached. We will have four parent positions and three staff positions – 3 x two year positions for
parents, 1 x 1 year position for parents, 2 x 2 year positions for staff and 1 x 1 year position for staff – based on
current School council membership.
A nomination form is attached and we welcome all parents and carers to consider taking on this job. If you wish to
nominate for the one year position, please make that clear on the nomination form.
Swimming Sports
The 7-12 Swimming sports were held last Friday and it was a beautiful day with a lot of very enthusiastic students
participating and barracking for their teams.
We had many wonderful spectators who enjoyed this event.
The F-6 Swimming Sports will be held this Friday. The Interschool Years 7-12 swimming sports will be held in St
Arnaud on Monday 7th March. Thanks to Hayden Rowley and Chris Hatcher for organising participation in these
events and to Adrian Grogan and Brooke Chamberlain for helping with the organisation.
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Forward notice – P/T Interviews will be held on Tuesday 29th March. No classes will run on this day but
students are expected to attend interviews. More information will be provided closer to the date regarding
making bookings through Xuno. We are going ahead with organising face-to-face interviews and we hope to
see many parents/carers and students on the day.
DIARY DATES
February
25th F -Yr 6 Swimming Sports
28th – 30th Yr 8 Surf Camp.
March
7th Interschool Swimming Sports
9th School Photos
10th Triathlon
14th Labour Day Holiday
29th Parent /Teacher interviews.
May 9th Parents’ Club Meeting.

Principal’s Availability Next Week
Thursday
Friday
At School
At School

Monday
At School

Tuesday
At School

Wednesday
At School

Timeline for School Council Elections – 2022
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION PROCESS AND
TIMELINE
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

Event
Notice of election and call
for nominations
Closing date for
nominations
Date by which the list of
candidates and nominators
will be posted
Date by which ballot
papers will be prepared and
distributed
Close of ballot
Vote Count
Declaration of poll
Special Council Meeting to
co-opt Community
Members (Principal
presides)
First Council meeting to
elect office bearers
(Principal presides)

Date
Friday 18th Feb 2022
Tuesday 1st March, 2022
Wednesday 2nd March, 2022
Wednesday 2nd March, 2022
4pm, Friday 11th March, 2022
5pm, Friday 11th March, 2020
Friday 11th March, 2022
Wednesday 16th March, 2022

Wednesday 16th March, 2022

School Council election process must be completed by 28th March 2022.
Schedule 7 announcing school council membership must be completed by 31st March 2022.

Fresh Fruit delivery – THANK YOU to the Eicher’s
A special thank you to Marlies and Peter Eicher who
kindly dropped off a crate full of juicy nashis last
week. Students and staff have enjoyed eating them at
recess and lunch and there have been many comments
about how sweet and watery they are.

CAMPS, SPORT & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF)
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the cost of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.
A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursion or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:
 $125 for primary school students
 $225 for secondary school students
Please contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download a form at
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
If you applied last year, there is no need to complete an application unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
Check with Vikki in the school office if you are unsure.

F- 6 Reminders…
It’s been a great start to 2022 at BDS! 
We would really appreciate it if every child could bring a box of tissues and a packet of
antibacterial wipes to school, for their room. Thanks to those who have already done so 
Don’t forget to use your RAT tests regularly.
Smart Spelling Homework has begun across the school (apart from Foundation). Please
monitor that activities have been completed and returned to school.
All children should be reading regularly at home…. It is vitally important at this age.
Please use the Home Reading Log book to keep a record and have readers at school each
day.
F-4 students should have their iPad device charged and at school. If you wish iPads to go
home daily/weekend/holidays, please contact your child’s teacher through Xuno or send a
note along with your child. Otherwise, devices will be left at school in the charging
docks.
Year 5 and 6 students need to have their laptop charged and their BDS School Diary at
school every day please.

School Photos
School Photos will this year be taken on Wednesday 9th March, in the stadium. We will start with Foundation
students at 9.10am and then move up through the year levels. All students are to be in full school uniform on this
day.
Photo order envelopes from Academy Photography were handed out this morning to all students to take home. All
envelopes are to be returned to the school office, if photos are ordered or not. We would appreciate this happening
prior to the photo day. Family photo envelopes can be picked up from the office. All contact regarding payment is
through Academy Photography 1800 816 224.
Tom Bleicher

VCE Unit 1 Physical Education
Over the past few weeks, the Unit 1 PE students have investigated the Skeletal System. As part of their studies they
dissected a long bone and identified the epiphyses (the end of the long bones) which are cancellous bone, the
diaphysis (the shaft of the long bone), which is surrounded by compact bone. They were able to scoop out the yellow
marrow and identify the growth plate and red bone marrow.
In practical classes, students have undertaken swimming, tennis, lawn bowls to address anatomical movements,
which bones, and joints create the movements.

Year 8/9 Home Economics
Over the past few weeks in Home Economics, students have investigated the historical timeline of Australian foods,
beginning with Indigenous ‘native bush foods’ to the cultural influences on Australian foods due to immigration.
Students have produced lamingtons and pavlovas to learn about iconic Australian foods and the preparation and
cooking techniques involved.

COMMUNITY NEWS

