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Principal’s Report 

Parent/Carer Teacher Interviews 

Parent Teacher Interviews are coming up on Tuesday 29th March and 

I would like to encourage all parents/carers to take this opportunity to 

talk to teachers and discuss student progress. These meetings are 

important as this is one way for parents/guardians to get a clear 

picture of what is taught in each class, how work is assessed, what is 

coming up in the next term and how we can all work together to 

make sure our students are happy and engaged with school. Booking 

information will sent home early next week along with Interim 

reports. Students in Years F-4 do not get Interim reports but will get 

booking information. 

Xuno information sessions will run on this day for any families wanting to discuss this system of communication. 

Triathlon 

Well done to all our competitors in the triathlon last Thursday. Thanks must go to Brooke Chamberlain, Hayden 

Rowley, Chris Hatcher and Adrian Grogan and their team of helpers who put hours into organising and setting up 

this event. This day would not have been the success it was if it wasn’t for the help offered from other schools and 

the support of parents and grandparents who went along to cheer on our students. 

Schools’ Privacy Policy 

The Department released a Privacy Policy in 2020 which deals with the passing on of student information to staff 

and outside agencies. Please log onto the school website and go to the link under the ‘policies’ section for a full 

review of the policy. 

Illness and Covid 

We have had instances in the last couple of weeks of students with school sores and other maladies. I have included 

information on school sores in this newsletter. Students are also sniffly and coughing due to colds which is to be 

expected as everyone is back together again. Covid continues to hit our community and we are getting a few reports 

of personal close contacts and a very few positive cases. Keep using the RAT kits and I will send more home as soon 

as I get them. 

 

Lee-Anne Sherwell 

Principal 
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Email: boort.district.p12@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.boortds.vic.gov.au 

VISION STATEMENT 

Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 

environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 
 

BDS Motto:  ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 

BDS Beliefs and Values: Thinking Creatively and Independently 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DIARY DATES  

March 

22nd Immunisation Year 7 & 10 

29th Parent /Teacher interviews. 

April 

4th Work Experience Week 

7th Year 5/6 Tennis 

8th Whole School Assembly 

May  

9th Parents’ Club Meeting. 
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Principal’s Availability Over the Next Week 

Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

At School At School  At School  At School At School 

 

 



 

 
New Instructional Model Released 
Dear Parent / Carer, attached to this newsletter is the school’s new Instructional Model, that will guide staff in their 

teaching.  There is a copy for the school community and a more specific one for staff. 

 

School Photos 

Thank you to all parents / carers for their organisation around school photos.  If your child was absent or no photos 

were originally ordered, and you would like to order photos, please contact Academy Photography 1800 816 224 

Tom Bleicher 

  



 

BOORT DISTRICT P-12 SCHOOL                                                            

INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL - SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

  
 

High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS) are a bank of 10 instructional practices that are internationally recognised as 
some of the most reliable teaching strategies for delivering learning outcomes.  Teachers at Boort District School 
use the HITS in order to demonstrate high level, effective teaching.  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/hits.aspx 
This model is a guide for lesson planning and not a rigid expectation for each lesson. 
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WARM UP / INTRODUCTION 

EXPLICIT TEACHING – TEACHER INSTRUCTION 

SKILLS PRACTICE INCLUDING, INDEPENDENT, 
GROUP OR EXTENDED WORK 

TARGETED DIFFERENTIATED TEACHING 

TEACHING SESSION CONCLUSION WHICH INCLUDES REVISITING WORK COMPLETED AND 
FORWARD PLANNING FOR STUDENTS 

 

  
 
 
 

DIRECT INSTRUCTION 
GUIDED INSTRUCTION  

Teachers will use a range of strategies to 
teach students individually, based on their 
direct needs  

Teachers will provide a variety of learning 
structures relevant to the learning that is 
occurring.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/hits.aspx


 

 

BOORT DISTRICT P-12 SCHOOL                                                            

INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL - STAFF 

  
 

High impact teaching strategies (HITS) are a bank of 10 instructional practices that are internationally recognised as 
some of the most reliable teaching strategies for delivering learning outcomes.  Teachers at Boort District School 
use the HITS in order to demonstrate high level, effective teaching.  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/hits.aspx 
This model is a guide for lesson planning and not a rigid expectation for each lesson. 
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WARM UP / INTRODUCTION 

EXPLICIT TEACHING – TEACHER INSTRUCTION 

SKILLS PRACTICE, INDEPENDENT, GROUP OR 
EXTENDED WORK 

TARGETED DIFFERENTIATED TEACHING 

CONCLUSION AND REVISION  
Summary / revision  of learning completed  
Student surveys, exit tickets or post-testing 

Direction for next or further learning 
 

  
 
 
 

DIRECT INSTRUCTION 
Teacher checks student understanding 

and sets a clear focus for lesson 

GUIDED INSTRUCTION  
Teacher works with students during interactive 

instruction 

Hook, link to previous learning, introductory activity or game, learning intention, success criteria, WALT, 
WILF, TIB, pre-test, check in to student point of need 

These may include modelling,  multiple exposures, open questions, academic vocabulary, use of 
technology and media, varied groupings and class structures and learning spaces. 

 

Use of data to inform teaching 
Teach to point of need 

Appropriate reading material  
A number of presentation modes 

Repeat / re-word instructions 

Deep learning over time 
Scaffolded learning using rubrics 

 Variation in delivery eg, aural, visual, tactile 
Group work skills  

Social and personal capabilities   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/hits.aspx


 

Year 9/10 Earth in Action 

For several weeks, we have been studying landforms and mapping. Students have created their own 3D 

models of different types of landforms. 

 

                        
 

Lauren, Chloe and Kathleen – coastal                 Zac, Alex and Nick – Desert landform 

landform with volcano 

 

                                        
 

Sam and Noah – Ice Peak landform                  Dylan, Alex, Eddie, Johno and Ryan – Valley 

 

                       
 

Jess, Guessy and Alice – Coastal landform          Danica, Caitlin and Lily – Coastal landform 

with built up area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HOUSE SWIMMING SPORTS OVERALL RESULTS 

After the completion of our sports and some careful calculations, we are able to announce the overall results from 

our recent House Swimming Sports. 

1st –  Maroochy: 777 points 

2nd – Wakooka:  615 points 

3rd –  Gungaroo: 607 points 

We would also like to congratulate our Secondary Age group Champions 

13yo Age Group Champions   Finlay Arnold (Wakooka) 

Bella Quinn (Gungaroo) 

14yo Age Group Champions   Luke Boyd (Maroochy)  

Phoebe Henderson (Wakooka) 

15yo Age Group Champions   Jack Potter (Maroochy) 

Chloe Hare (Maroochy) 

16yo Age Group Champions   Jett Hird (Maroochy) 

Eliza Perryman (Gungaroo) 

17yo Age Group Champions   Tom Potter (Maroochy) 

Carissa Haw (Gungaroo) 

18+yo Age Group Champions   Sophie Perryman (Gungaroo) 

Mitch Gunther (Wakooka) 

 
 



 

DIVISION Swimming – Primary 

 

On Monday 7th of March, four students from Boort District School went to 

Bendigo to compete in the Goldfields Swimming Championships. Our four 

swimmers were Tia Lanyon, Chaise Hird, Abby Potter and Jacob Malone. All 

students partook in two individual events as well as two relay races. The day 

was a great success with the team coming 3rd overall in their Medley Relay, 

as well as Jacob Malone coming 3rd in his Butterfly event. We are extremely 

proud of our students and would like to extend a big thank you to the parents, 

who took the time to arrange their travel there and back. 

 

 

 

 

 

North Central District Triathlon 

 

 
 



 

 
The North Central Triathlon was held in Boort last Thursday, with 37 individual competitors and 62 teams 

competing on the day. The Individual event involves 4km run, 12 km bike ride and 300m swim, where the team 

event adds an extra bike lap increasing the distance to 16km.  BDS had Finlay Arnold and Jacob Mulquiny compete 

individually and had 13 teams entered. 

Congratulations to Emma Malone, Eliana Haw and Phoebe Henderson who won the Junior girls team section.  Great 

work to Jacob Mulquiny who competed individually coming 7th and then in a team event, achieving 3rd place with 

Carissa Haw and Sam Barraclough in the Senior Male team section.  Isabelle, Britney and Beau also came 3rd in the 

Intermediate male team section.  

The atmosphere was electric around the bike compound and on the edge of Lake View as students cheered each other 

on as well as friends from other schools at the completion of the run and during the bike leg.   It was great to see 

parents and grandparents turn up to support our students and thank you to Ian and Carmel Allison for taking charge 

of the busy Durham Ox/Ring Road marshalling job. 

A very big thank you to Mr Bleicher and Mr Grogan for giving up their time to assist with setting up on Wednesday 

night. There were many students who assisted with the many and varied jobs on the day; marshals, bike leg 

recording, photographer and finish line results recorders.  Overall, it was really positive to see everyone stepping in 

to assist to make it a successful and safe event for all. 

A very BIG thank you to Jason Lee who gave up his time to follow the lead rider on his motor bike during the bike 

leg.  Ambulance Victoria members Fiona Cockerell and Mitch Baker attended in case of an emergency and to ensure 

the safety of all competitors. Thank you to Meg Last and Kate Beattie who were life guards on the day.  It was lovely 

to reminisce with Mitch and Meg as Mitch was a winner of the Individual Intermediate event in 2017 and Meg was 

the winner of the team event the same year and went on to win the Senior Individual event in 2018.  It was great to 

have our past students involved and sharing positive memories. Once again, Mr Grogan and Mr Hatcher ran a very 

smooth and structured bike compound, which set the bar for all legs of the event.  It is great to receive positive 

feedback from other schools about how students look forward to this event each year and that Boort is the perfect 

place to host it.  

Cheers to everyone who contributed! 

 

 



 

 

 
Foundation Whyatt Brooks For always trying his best 

 Keira Henderson For being a kind and supportive classmate 

 Connie Eldershaw For being a great helper to Miss Mac 

Year 1/2 Kyan Hinschen For awesome work on sounds. 

 Annalise Butler For working independently in class. 

 Ava Davidson 

Jed Perryman 

For amazing counting to 120 

For a fantastic effort learning new words. 

Year 2/3 Marcie Foot For her positive attitude towards school and her kindness to 

classmates 

 Matthew Soumelidis For the care, he shows towards his friends and his great effort in 

class. 

Year 3/4 Carrie Byrne For ALWAYS working to the best of her ability in class. 

 Hannah Talbot For sensational work and 100% effort 

 Alisha Henderson For amazing concentration in all class activities. 

Year 6 Kaylie Edwards For looking out for her classmates. 

 Desiree Leerson For writing a most entertaining and descriptive narrative. 

 Brodie McPherson For making an effort to produce his best work. 

 Chelsea Sullivan For being responsible in remembering to water our sunflowers. 

 

Impetigo (school sores) 
 Impetigo (im-pet-eye-go) is an infection of the skin caused by bacteria. It is often called school sores 

because it is common among school children. Impetigo causes sores on the skin, which are usually 
itchy. The sores may start out as blisters that burst and become weepy, before being covered with a 
crust. 
Impetigo is not usually a serious infection, and should clear up a few days after starting medical 
treatment. Children with impetigo are very infectious (contagious), but the spread of impetigo can be 
reduced by practising good hygiene, covering the sores with dressings and keeping your child away 
from other children until they are no longer infectious. 
Signs and symptoms of impetigo 

o The sores can be anywhere on the body, but are often on the face near the mouth and nose, 
or on the arms and legs. 

o Impetigo may start with a blister or a group of blisters. 
o The blister bursts leaving a patch of red, wet, weepy skin. 
o The sore usually becomes coated with a tan or yellowish crust, making it look like it has been 

covered with honey. 
o There can be small spots around the first sores, spreading outwards. 
o There is often superficial peeling on the edge of the sore. 
o Impetigo is usually itchy. 

Parents sometimes worry about impetigo because it can look quite serious, but it is usually a mild 
infection that is easy to treat. 
What causes impetigo? 

Impetigo is an infection of the skin caused by staphylococcus or streptococcus bacteria. These 
bacteria can live on the skin, in the throat or nose, or on other parts of the body without causing a 
problem, but sometimes they can cause an infection such as impetigo. Impetigo can occur on healthy 
skin, but it usually happens when the skin has already been damaged by a scratch, bite or a disease 
affecting the skin, such as eczema or chickenpox. 
Impetigo is very easily spread, usually through contact with the fluid or crusts of an impetigo sore, 
which contain the bacteria. 

o Contact with the sore or with things that have been on the sore (e.g. clothing, dressings, 
towels) can spread the infection to other people. 

o A sore takes about one to three days to develop after contact with fluid or crusts from a sore. 
o The sore is itchy and children can scratch it, often spreading the infection to nearby skin or to 

other parts of their own body. 
o A sore can be infectious for as long as it is weeping. It will usually stop being infectious about 

24 hours after starting antibiotic treatment, once it has begun to heal. 



 

Impetigo can occur even when the skin is kept clean, and it is not a sign of poor hygiene or bad 
parenting. Impetigo is more common in the hotter months. 
When to see a doctor 

If your child has signs and symptoms of impetigo, take them to see a GP. The doctor will make sure 
the sores are impetigo, and may prescribe antibiotic medicine in the form of a cream, ointment, 
tablets or syrup. Give these to your child as directed, and make sure you complete the course of 
antibiotics. 
If your child gets impetigo repeatedly your doctor may do a nose swab to test for bacteria in the nose. 
Your child may need antibiotics, which are delivered into the nose, to prevent further instances of 
impetigo. 
Care at home 

o Continue any creams or ointments that you have been prescribed until all sores are healed. 
The sores should clear up in a few days with treatment. 

o A daily 10 minute bleach bath may help to reduce the amount of bacteria on your child's skin 
and reduce the risk of the impetigo spreading. Use regular White King Bleach 4% chlorine: 
add 12 mL for every 10 L of water. 

o It is important to remove the crusts from the sores, to allow any ointments treating the sores 
to reach the infection properly. The best way to do this is to soak your child in a bleach bath 
for 20–30 minutes, while wiping the crusts away with an unused, wet disposable cloth (e.g. a 
Chux). 

o Try to prevent your child scratching the sores as much as possible to avoid scarring, bleeding 
or further infection. Cover the sores with a watertight dressing, and cut your child's fingernails. 

o Keep your child home from child care, kindergarten or school until 24 hours after starting 
medical treatment. After this time, they can be around other children again, but cover up their 
sores completely with dressings. 

Take your child back to the GP if: 
o the sores are spreading or getting worse, even after treatment 
o your child has become unwell, for example, with a fever 
o you are worried for any other reason. 

Reducing the spread of impetigo 

The following strategies may help reduce the chances of your child catching impetigo from another 
child, or reduce spread of impetigo if your child has it. 

o A daily bath or shower with soap and water may reduce the risk of impetigo. Antiseptic soaps 
can be used, but these may irritate the skin of some people. 

o Encourage your child to practise good hygiene, including regular hand washing and throwing 
away used tissues. Cut your child's fingernails short and keep them clean. 

o Make sure that grazes or cuts are thoroughly washed. If your child is scratching a sore, cover 
it with a watertight dressing. 

o People coming in contact with someone with impetigo need to wash their hands regularly. 
o Put all dressings from impetigo sores in a bin with a lid as soon as they are taken off. 
o If your child has impetigo, wash their clothes, towels and bed linen separately from the rest of 

the family. Wash them in hot water and dry in the sunshine or a hot tumble dryer. Toys can be 
washed using a mild disinfectant. 

Key points to remember 

o Impetigo is very infectious and can be easily spread to other children. 
o Try to prevent your child scratching the sores as much as possible.  Cover the sores with a 

watertight dressing and cut your child's fingernails. 
o It is important to remove the scabs from the sores. 
o Complete all courses of antibiotics as prescribed and continue treatment with creams or 

ointments until all sores are healed. 
o Your child can go back to child care, kindergarten or school after 24 hours of treatment and 

when the sores are completely covered with dressings. 
For more information 

o Kids Health Info fact sheet: Staphylococcal infections 
o Better Health Channel: Impetigo – school sores 
o See your GP. 

Common questions our doctors are asked 

Will my child’s impetigo sores scar? 
If your child does not scratch and cause bleeding, almost all impetigo lesions will heal without leaving 
any scarring. 

https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Staphylococcal_infections/
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/impetigo-school-sores


 

How long do I need to keep my child away from child care? 
As impetigo is very infectious, it is important to keep your child home until 24 hours after you start 
medical treatment. When your child returns to child care, make sure you completely cover with 
dressings any sores that other children might come into contact with. 
 
Developed by The Royal Children's Hospital General Medicine department and Centre for Community 

Child Health, in collaboration with Child and Youth Health Services Adelaide. We acknowledge the input of 
RCH consumers and carers. 
Reviewed February 2018. 

 

Community News 

 
U14 Netball 
Boort Netball club is seeking interest of any Year 4 kids that would be interested in participating in the U14s 

competition this season. Minimum one year of Net Set go experience preferred.  

Trainings are 3.45pm Thursdays and kids will be invited to play most Saturdays.  

Please express interest to boortnc@gmail.com  
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