
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Hats 

All students are required to be wearing hats during Term 4 if 

they are outside. So, whether you are in Foundation or Year 

12, we ask that you cover up and protect yourselves from 

sun damage. Sunscreen is available. If hats are lost or 

misplaced, please arrange to get a new one but our policy 

clearly states that hats must be worn outside. There are 

shaded areas for use if no hat is being worn – outside the 

canteen, the verandah under the Tech building, the sand pit 

for the smaller students. 

Transition 

Our Foundation transition started today. The kindergarten children visited the school and stayed until 

recess time. Their next visit is the 26th of October then the last visit will be on the 9th November. 

Year 12 students’ Last Day 

The last day for Year 12 students to be at school is Wednesday 19th October. We will celebrate with Year 

12 on this day before they leave to start their preparation for exams, which start on Wednesday 26th 

October. The Year 12 Dinner will be held on Tuesday 15th November at the Memorial Hall. 

Irrigation 

After many years of planning and saving, our irrigation project is ready to start. With new pipes going in 

around the school oval, the oval will be out of bounds from the beginning of November. Other works will 

be done over the January holidays to ensure sprinklers etc. are in the garden beds. Come the return to 

school next year it should all be finished and automated. 

Thanks go to the Buildings and Grounds Committee for all the work in preparation of documents and plans 

and to the Parents’ Club for their donations towards the project over the last years. Also, thanks to Lois 

Mitchell for the hours spent watering the grounds over summer (including holidays). This has been many 

years in the planning, so it is good to see it finally come to fruition. 
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VISION STATEMENT 

Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 

environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 
 

BDS Motto: ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 

                       BDS Beliefs and Values: Showing Tolerance and Respect for others. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DIARY DATES 

October 

12th Pre-School visit 8.45 – recess 

13th Kooyoora – Outdoor Edu Exc. 

14th Calder T20 Cricket 

17th Suitcase Series Drama Class Ecx. 

17th-18th Geo Exc. Halls Gap 

19th-21st Year 4/5 Camp 

21st Working Bee 

mailto:boort.district.p12@education.vic.gov.au


 

Bushfire Season 

I have included the information regarding what happens to our school during Catastrophic fire rating days. 

This is the same as was in last week but has been updated to use the new CFA fire ratings. See the 

information below. 

 

Lee-Anne Sherwell 

Principal 

 

Principal’s Availability over the Next Week 

Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

At School   At School At School At School   At School  

 

School procedures for the bushfire season (with updated fire risk ratings) 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for 

preserving life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when 

a Catastrophic (Code Red) fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  

Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with 24 hours notice of a potential Catastrophic (Code Red)) day 

closure by letter and SMS.  A Catastrophic (Code Red)) day will be determined by the Emergency 

Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are 

advised of the confirmation of the Catastrophic (Code Red)) day we will provide you with advice before 

the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather 

forecast.  This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your 

child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day. 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic (Code Red)) fire danger rating day is determined 

for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled. 

On these Catastrophic (Code Red)) days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on 

such days children should never be left at home or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Catastrophic (Code Red) days are 

forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic (Code 

Red) day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our 

Emergency Management Plan, we regularly inspect trees and clear out potential hazards. Gutters are 

checked and any maintenance needed is carried out.  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care 

arrangements in the event that our school is closed.   

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch 

with us by reading our newsletters and keeping an eye on email – Xuno will be our quickest method 

of contact. 



 

 Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a 

coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

 

 You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of 

Education and Training website – see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call 

the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XUNO approval of excursions and camps 
We have a had a few queries from parents this week about getting a message saying ‘you do not have 

permission to approve this activity’ when they have gone into Xuno to approve an excursion. 

A suggestion: if you are using your child’s login and password or sharing a password with your student, 

the system will not allow you to do a permission as students do not have access to this function. 

To solve the issue: please contact me at school and ask for me to send another welcome message as this 

will allow you to reset your password on your own email account for Xuno. Permissions should work once 

this has been done. If not, I will call Xuno and find out how to fix it. 

Lee-Anne Sherwell 
 

Fernihurst School Bus 

It is with a heavy heart that I let the families with children who travel on the Fernihurst to Boort school bus 

know that, the business has been sold to Grants Bus lines. There will be no change at all with the run, 

everything will continue as has been for the past 61 years. Ross Angwin is staying on as the School bus 

driver. 

I thank all the past and present families that have allowed Smiths to escort their children to and from 

school every day, it has been an honour. 

Regards 

Lorraine Smith 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/


 

The Simpson Prize 
The Simpson Prize is a history competition available to Year 9 and 10 students and has a closing date of November 

4, 2022.  This year the focus is on Australia’s contribution on the Western 

Front.  Full details are available at http://www.simpsonprize.org/ 

Please see Mr. Crilly for assistance.  

Scholastic Book Club 

Issue 7 of Scholastic Book Club is now available. Orders for Issue 7 of 

Scholastic Book Club need to be completed by Friday 21st October.  Please 

note that all orders need to be completed and paid for online. Payment cannot 

be accepted at Boort District School. 

 

 

  

 

Term 4 Working Bee Roster – Friday 21st October 
ADAMS, MR D & MRS K GLEESON, MR C & MCPHERSON MS K 

ALLISON, MR D & MRS K HAW, MR B & MRS K 

ARNOLD, MR K & MRS B LANYON, MR J & MRS F 

BEATTIE, MR C & MRS L LEERSON, MR G & MRS L 

BOYD, MR G & MRS T MUBARAK, MR M & AHAMED MRS N 

BROAD, MR R & MRS C O’FLAHERTY, MR C & MRS S 

BUTLER, MR P & MRS C PERRYMAN, MR D & MRS T   

BYRNE, MR T & THOMPSON, MRS M PINK, MR J & MRS J 

CAINE, MR C & MRS F POXON, MR H & MS A 

COCKERELL, MR R & MRS F RYE, MR L & MRS J 

ELDERSHAW, MR N & MRS C WHYKES, MR D & MRS A 

FULLER, MR R & MRS N  

 
Boort District School FRESH FRUIT FUNDRAISER is back for 2022 

Both cherry and mango harvest are on track for bumper crops. 

An order form is attached to the end of this newsletter. 

Feel free to contact Kim Potter (0447 554 203) or Jo Bear (0408 578 211) for any other info 

Order form attached 

 

 



 

2022 Loddon Healthy Minds Network Art Competition 
The network was very pleased to have Boort District School participating in this year’s competition.  The event 

would not be possible without the support of students and their teachers who have guided them through production 

of their artworks, and the network would like to extend its appreciation for their hard work and support of the event. 

136 entries were received this year, and the quality of the work presented shows that there is exceptional talent 

within our Shire.   

This year’s judges were very impressed with the way entrants produced their artwork to the themes and the network 

would like to congratulate all participants in the competition, and announce the following winners from Boort 

District School: 

Years 9 – 12 Themes: 

Theme 1: “Find the joy in the ordinary” 

Theme 2: “Tune into your mental wellbeing" 

1st Prize Ella-Maxted-Year 10 Tune into your mental wellbeing 

“Two sides” 

Two sides of a person. I want to show how one side of a person can be fine and everything is okay but then this 

person has a blue shadowy side to a person where they aren’t really okay and they actually have so much going on 

in their mind. Be aware of what’s going on in your mind and the into your mental health. 

 
 

2nd Prize Guessey Ocaya Year 10 Find Joy in the Ordinary 

“Find Joy In The Ordinary Things” 

My artwork shows reading books makes your mind calm, it gives 

our inner self a positive feeling. Every person that reads a book 

can imagine beautiful things that can bloom into something 

beautiful 

 

 

Head to https://www.loddonhealthyminds.com.au/events/2022-

art-competition to see the competition results and view all the 

artworks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.loddonhealthyminds.com.au/events/2022-art-competition
https://www.loddonhealthyminds.com.au/events/2022-art-competition


 

 
 

 

 



 

2022 END OF YEAR DATES 
VCE Unit 4 (Year 12 and some Year 11 students) 

Last day Year 12   Wednesday 19th October 

Year 12 Study days Thursday 20th October – Tuesday 25th October 

Unit 3/4 and VET exams start  Wednesday 26th October 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday   Tuesday 1st November 

Last Unit 3/4 or VET exam  Tuesday 15th November 

Year 12 dinner    Tuesday 15th November 

 

VCE Unit 2 (Year 11 and some Year 10) 

Last day of Year 11 classes  Monday 14th November 

Study day    Tuesday 15th November 

Unit 2 exams start   Wednesday 16th November 

Unit 2 exams finish   Monday 21st November 

Kickstart program begins  Monday 21st November 

Kickstart program ends   Friday 25th November 

Last day for Year 11 students  Friday 25th November 

 

VCAL 

Last VCAL day Intermediate and Foundation Friday 25th November (or earlier for Year 12 if all Outcomes completed) 

 

Correction / Report Writing Day 

Friday 2nd December (Student free day) 

Reports with Victorian Curriculum levels to go out Presentation Night and Celebration Day. 

 

Year 9 and 10 

Last day for Year 10 students with employment is Thursday December 1st    

Monday 5th December would be the last day at NCTTC for Year 9/10 students. 

 

Year 6 to 7 step up 

Wednesday 7th December  

 

Activities Program  

Tuesday 13th December – Thursday 15th December 

 

Year 6 Melbourne Camp 

Monday 12th December – Thursday 15th December 

 

Presentation Night 7-12 

Thursday 15th December 

 

Celebration afternoon F-6 

Friday 16th December – F-6  

Friday 16th December - Year F-5 step up 

 

Finish 

Tuesday 20th December – (Student free day) 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Boort Tennis Club. 

2022/23 Tennis Teams. 

We are currently taking names for anyone who is interested in playing in a team or being in the pool this season.  

Team tennis will start Saturday October 29th to 19th of November (4 weeks) and Saturday 29th of January - 

Saturday 25th of March.  

Social tennis will be played Saturday 22nd of October as a warm up before teams start and then we will take a 

harvest break from teams and social tennis returns for 26th November, 3rd, 10th & 17th December.  

All names to Kim Potter (0447 554 203) or comment below by Wednesday 19th of October. 

Adam & Kim Potter 135 Barraport West Road Barraport, Vic, 3537 A – 0428 554 204  K – 0447554203 



 

Boort Basketball Club 

It is hoped that the HOOPS basketball program will run in Term 4.  The Basketball Executive are seeking an 

expression of interest for someone to coordinate this program for students in Year 1 – 4. Do you have time after 

school to run 45min-1hr skills and fun game sessions?  We need you! Support and guidance will be offered.   

Please contact Grant Malone or Brooke Chamberlain if you are interested. 

 

   
 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 


