
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
Dear Students, Families and Staff, 
Welcome to our first fortnightly newsletter. 

There are a range of methods and tools available to schools to 

communicate with families and the school newsletter has been around 

for a long time and remains relevant in school-to-parent 

communications. This connection creates mutually beneficial 

relationships between parents, students, and schools. Furthermore, 

research has shown that students do better when consistent and open 

communication exists between schools and parents/carers. 

Our fortnightly newsletter can provide additional information, over and 

above what can be included in our usual newsletter. There are neatly 

formatted, concise, easy-to-read articles accompanied by a larger range 

of student photos. We will continue to provide the essential 

information to parents which can also foster a connection between the 

classroom and the home. 

When parent engagement increases as a result of consistent and effective communication, the outcome leads to 

improved student success.  

If you have any questions or concerns about anything that is happening at our school at any time throughout this 

term, we have an amazing team of staff who will be able to assist. Don’t hesitate in contacting the school at any time. 

Writers Festival 

I would like to express my appreciation to all the local businesses, community groups and parents for their time and 

contribution in making our first Writers Festival a huge success. I am so grateful that we have such engaging 

students and parents and thank our community members from Boort and surrounding districts, who all came together 

to participate and show their support for our school and students. I would also like to thank and acknowledge Sharon 

Pickering and all our staff for making this community event so successful. 

Kind regards, 

Todd Woodfine 
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Boort District P - 12 School 
9 - 27 Malone St 

BOORT, 3537 

Ph: 03 5455 2201 

Mobile 0477 741 594 

Email: boort.district.p12@education.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.boortds.vic.gov.au 

VISION STATEMENT 

Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 

environment, which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 
 

BDS Motto: ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
BDS Beliefs and Values: Thinking Creatively and Independently 

 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES  

May 

7th Unit 1 History Exc 

7th Unit 3 VCE OES Exc 

8th SRC Food Fight 

9th Yr 3-6 Winter Sports @ Boort 

10th Yr 1 & 2 Hospital Visit 

10th Y 7 & Yr 10 Immunisations 

10th Dolly’s Dream 

10th Mother’s Day Breakfast. 

14th VCE Unit 3 Geography Exc. 

17th Yr 7-12 NCD Cross Country 

20th & 21st VCE Unit 1 Geography Exc 

20th & 21st OES Granites Exc 

22nd SRC Biggest Morning Tea  
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The Writers Festival last week was fantastic! It was a glorious day weather-wise, sunny and 

clear with a nice breeze to keep everyone comfortable. The day started with all students, even 

VCE students, receiving a goodie bag containing a notebook, pen, highlighter and sticky tabs to 

use in workshops, plus some extras like stickers, balloons and bookmarks. Thank you to 

NDCH/NCLLEN/Freeza/Engage!, Goldfields Library and Matt and Molly for these. 

 

We gathered on the lawn for the Acknowledgement of Country, beautifully delivered by BDH 

CEO Donna Doyle, accompanied by one of our First Nations students, Emma Young. Thank 

you to both for the lovely words connecting the stories of the past to the stories that were told and made during the 

day.  
 

After a Welcome and some housekeeping, it was time for the presentations to begin.  There were four spaces set up 

and students moved around throughout the day to hear from Amy Doak, Fleur Ferris, Connor 

Dougan, Chris Kennett, Jack Henseleit, and Andrew Kelly.  

 

Amy had the kids solving a murder, 

decked out in costumes and wigs.  

 

Chris and Jack created characters with the  

kids and led them through the story of the  

Burgled Bookshop.  

 

 

 

 

 

Fleur wowed everyone with her tales of  

her former police work and how those  

experiences shape her writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew got everyone up and moving  

with his stories and songs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connor shared his music and his stories, and  

won some new fans for his band, I’m sure! 

 

 

 

 

Morning tea and lunch were also thoroughly enjoyed. Thank you to Boort District Health 

for the healthy muffins, fresh fruit salad and yoghurt cups. Thank you to the Northern District Community Health/North 

Central LLEN/Freeza/Engage! team for organising and serving the delicious baked potatoes, and to Quambatook 

Lions, Quambatook Amity, Boort Amity and Boort A&P Society for their generous financial contributions. It was so 

special to have all of our school come together for lunch, with our guests, and enjoy some great music by Ash Dinsdale.  

 

In the afternoon, the Year 4/5/6 students enjoyed one last session, with Andrew Kelly, while the F-3 students completed 

some beautiful colouring of some Chris Kennett illustrations. Meanwhile, the 7-10 students attended a panel entitled 

‘Oh the Places You’ll Go’, hosted by Jack Henseleit and featuring ex-students Renae Chambers (now a Speech 

Pathologist) and Angus Verley (now a journalist), alongside Chris Earl (Loddon Herald) and Tori Gentle (NCLLEN). 



 

The four guests shared their journeys from school to work and talked about how they use writing in their lives and 

careers. Thank you to these guests for their time and their candour.  
 

Our Awards Ceremony in the afternoon was a wonderful celebration of our students and their writing, with many 

Highly Commended Certificates and 16 First Prizes presented. The winners are:  

 

Foundation Year 5 

Winners: Max P, Pippa N. and Noureen M Winners: Laya H (prose) and Hannah T (prose and 

poetry) 

Highly Commended: Frankie B Highly Commended: Alisha H and William H. 

  

Year 1 Year 6 

Winner: Sienna A Winners: Monique B (prose) and Hayley S (poetry) 

Highly Commended: Archie R, Isabelle M and Gabriel G. Highly Commended: Tarlin T. 

  

Year 2 Year 7 

Winner: Isabel C. Winner Emily Henderson (prose and poetry) 

Highly Commended: Keira H. and Hunter N. Highly Commended: Angel VS. 

  

Year 3 Year 12 

Winner: Maxine N. Winner: Zak M 

Highly Commended: Luca L. and Kiarah Y.  

  

Year 4  

Winners: Wafa M. (prose) and Scarlett C. (poetry)  

Highly Commended: Indigo S, Elke H and Zoey G.  
 

The F-6 prizes were donated by BDS Parents’ Club and the 7-12 prizes were donated by the 

NDCH/NCLLEN/Freeza/Engage! team. Thank you to them for these generous donations.  
 

There are many more people to thank, as it was a huge team effort to get this off the ground. The following individuals, 

organisations and businesses donated money or goods:  

BDS Parents' Club, NCLLEN, NDCH, Engage!, Freeza, Victoria State Government, Loddon Shire, 

Quambatook Community Resource Centre, Quambatook Lions, Quambatook Amity, Boort Amity, BRIC, 

Goldfields Library, Boort District Health, Bookish Bendigo, Corian Park Earthmoving, Olga Plains Farming, 

Annie Meadows, Cobram Estate and Boort A&P Society. 
 

Molly Meadows, Matt Allan, Sue Gould and Annie Meadows formed an organising committee and shared the 

planning of the day. Thank you for your tireless efforts.  
 

Thank you to parents Kath Lanyon and Kate Nelson who helped with lunch on the day, and Suzanne Pattinson for 

being our official photographer on the day. Her photos are featured in this report.  
 

Thank you to all the staff at BDS for letting me take a whole school day to run this event, and for your support on the 

day, supervising sessions.  
 

Lastly, but so importantly, thank you to the students for your enthusiasm and participation, and all of your wonderful 

feedback. We are so glad that you enjoyed the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Work Placement and Work Experience  

Boort District School would like to acknowledge 

Headmasters Hair Salon in Kerang, for their ongoing 

involvement in offering a work placement to Caitlin Zanker 

each Monday and Tuesday.  Caitlin is studying VET 

Hairdressing at the NCTTC and this supports her course 

gaining valuable practical skills. Pam and the staff also 

provided a work experience opportunity for Chloe MacIntosh 

at the end of Term 1.  We appreciate the dedication of this 

business and their continuing support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandhurst Division Cross Country 

Yesterday we had 9 students from Years 4-6 compete in the 

Sandhurst Division Cross Country held at Bendigo Racecourse. 

Well done to each of these students for their efforts in 

representing Boort District School at this event, some excellent 

results were achieved by all.  

Congratulations to Connor (2nd place) and Pearl (12th place) who 

now have the opportunity to run at the next level in St. Arnaud 

later this month. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lake Tyrell and Wyperfeld National Park 

Last week the Unit 1 Outdoor and Environmental Studies class travelled to Lake Tyrell and Wyperfeld National Park 

to investigate Arid Biomes, consolidate the theory being addressed and gain practical experience for SAC work. 

Upon arrival at Lake Tyrell the lake was significantly dry and a walk across the salt crust up to the water’s edge was 

a fascinating experience.  It was like walking on sheets of ice, yet not slippery due to the gritty texture. The 

significance of spiritual connection with the lake and sky for the indigenous people was interesting to learn about. 

The afternoon was spent at Snowdrift Sand Dunes, the largest white sand dunes in the area.  After initially climbing 

the dunes we investigated walking the length of them paying attention to the environmental effects and native flora 

and fauna. It was peaceful walking across the sand dunes and witnessing the expanse of the lake beds.  Students 

enjoyed exploring and sliding down the sand dunes on a boogie boards. They created jumps, stood up and 

experimented with two people riding a boogie board.  Special thanks to Mr Sims for joining us on this trip. 

 
 



 

Longerenong College Excursion 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 from Pyramid Hill College and Boort District School had a highly valuable visit to 

Longerenong Agricultural College last week.   Accompanied by Pyramid College Principal, Fiona Moon and 

NCLLEN staff, Susan Gould and Barb Bear, students were treated to an authentic and hands-on experience.  

Students were given a tour of the campus including the accommodation, data farm, wool classing room, lecture 

theatres and the cropping machinery.  They also had a delicious lunch in the student canteen. The Longy staff 

generously gave up their time to conduct workshops focused on grain identification, soil testing and lambing ewes.  

The trip was supported by the NCLLEN 21st Century Agricultural Careers Project 

The range of courses available and the chance to form a network of likeminded peers, makes Longy a very 

impressive option for our students.   

 

From the students -  

‘The part of Longy I liked best was the auditorium because I could imagine myself sitting there and listening to the 

lessons.’ 

‘I didn’t know that opportunities like Longy existed in rural areas.’ 

‘I learnt that you could do your farm apprenticeship work in blocks and you could stay there for about three weeks.’ 

‘The food was good, homemade and plenty of it! I also learned a lot about all the different seeds for cropping.’ 

‘I didn’t know that Longerenong College existed.’ 

‘It was a great set up with workshops, shearing shed and machinery.’ 

‘I liked the feel of the place.’ 

‘Staff were really friendly and food was great.’ 

‘Longy is a real working farm.’ 

‘I didn’t know so many girls went to Longy.’ 

‘I found the wool classing interesting’.’ 

 

Foundation/1 Juliette L For fantastic creative writing. 

 Pippa N For great sounding out when reading. 

 Max P For great listening during the Pet incursion. 

 Xander T For great listening during the Pet incursion. 

 Frankie B For great sounding out when reading. 

Year 1/2 Whyatt B For being a Smart Spelling Superstar. 

 Sienna A For beautiful handwriting. 

 Kristie Y For beautiful handwriting. 

Year 3/4 The whole Year 

3/4 class!  

What a wonderful week you have had. Your participation in the 

Writers Festival was amazing! Well done Year 3 and 4.  

Year 4/5 Annalise B For her determination to complete the cross country. 

 Scarlett C For completing a fantastic narrative writing plan. 

Year 5/6 Tarlin T For his thoughtful reflections on ANZAC Day. 

 Xavier B For his efforts in helping out around the school. 

 Alisha H For her commitment shown towards completing homework tasks. 

 



 

APPLE SLINKY MACHINES F-6 
 

A big thankyou to BDS Parents’ Club for 
purchasing Apple Slinky machines for 
each F-6 classrooms. Our kids are loving 
the slinky apples and the scraps are 
being sent home to some very happy 
chooks! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Boort District School and Nutrien Ag Boort are partnering to promote "Do It for Dolly Day" on the 10th May. Visit 

https://www.dollysdream.org.au/ to find out more about the background to this day. 

 

Our Vocational Major students will be assisting in cooking a BBQ at Nutrien Ag in the morning. We invite our local 

farmers along for this. We are also running a range of activities in classes and during the school day.  

 

The cause is about confronting bullying and 

cyber-bullying, and getting people to be 

kinder to each other - "SPEAK EVEN IF 

YOUR VOICE SHAKES”  
 

Students are encouraged to wear blue on the 

day, and like last year, parents/carers can 

also wear blue or a touch of blue to our 

Mothers' Day breakfast. 

 

A gold coin donation at recess would be 

appreciated.  There is also a link for 

parents/carers to donate to below! We've 

aimed for $1000 - let's see how we go!" 

https://www.dollysdream.org.au/fundraisers/tombleicher 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dollysdream.org.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2hI1mT9NbFOxjvVA6Q7yfRpCbjmXnnlirXngilIRslshQZtF1bAqsKT1E_aem_AavKaS7Ao1ry9CvMyAv_wD8mzPlh7uCi6uWgBhLgcE3VK3mcTlQhislQeqDlVca4CbuBx88wJssLG2SNkQjIPQXB&h=AT26lPpLkH-toWhxvI5HnSLR7Y6HmyqdpXuuA2VPNfbDWld654NzwDXI4mb-FtPqfJGoK_17isnv7bBqzuqJXSrsoA5RWGH7DmkAg6OcYiYZP3VwyMBdQILoCPGyHx304aAc&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2yFyX4xiUptZq-irSF1XfgBmY_mRvfAAVHeMkKNLoVW9408CfYWIgVDLR7sF8-xSkleWNag1Kf6eFtHSnBbkJAzQMWnpQU8AqhC6F0jjOB64Brcj5fovdZ9e4GNnSWdpZ-KuPdk39kwsHDRvra5gkPo1xjXmyotyZilQA7JfQ6SrqmXU3BjHN0gjNxJOQDi3DoVQqfgAab789GNox0BKr4dpd_xncJM-P9VaMhtG4tQvsy
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dollysdream.org.au%2Ffundraisers%2Ftombleicher%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ewbaq64gz25rN0O8IMsCmRJCNUyA2SS90sV40mjUWcf1OSpcoAsb14TU_aem_AavE1uTphj1BH8NlLoh5CqS0qvTyR4_gz38oPyXxHfxCY6VEmOc9DygEndXI_KGaY90kOVnq1TDxbybaiwbn1-uB&h=AT1PVWO2mJhtdHhWbSFJnnqvrt4cbvLVIeHHazjHdP5qXfpfm2j2DBDgQFWvqSONCweOgZnpZZFPPvl0t-t2OIH-TDqMPbUugViJcSC1_SEszMayhY-uPy3rkyhSvRsE8bJF&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2yFyX4xiUptZq-irSF1XfgBmY_mRvfAAVHeMkKNLoVW9408CfYWIgVDLR7sF8-xSkleWNag1Kf6eFtHSnBbkJAzQMWnpQU8AqhC6F0jjOB64Brcj5fovdZ9e4GNnSWdpZ-KuPdk39kwsHDRvra5gkPo1xjXmyotyZilQA7JfQ6SrqmXU3BjHN0gjNxJOQDi3DoVQqfgAab789GNox0BKr4dpd_xncJM-P9VaMhtG4tQvsy


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTHER'S DAY BREAKFAST! 
On Friday May 10th 2024 from 8am Parents’ Club will be providing 

all students and Mums or Special Friends with a Pancake breakfast 

with a range of toppings from the Canteen area. 

Our Coffee Wanderer will also be attending for you to purchase any 

hot drinks that you enjoy! 

Any questions please contact Kelly Henderson  

(Parents’ Club President) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and 

Boort District School is excited to be participating.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian students from Foundation 

to Year 6 in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy 

development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for 

children to read a set number of books by 6 September 2024. 

Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or 

‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. Children 

from Year 3 to Year 6 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of 

achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former 

Premiers. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for 

more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading 

Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-

challenge   

If you would like your child to participate in the challenge and 

have their name printed on an achievement certificated can you 

please approve the Xuno request. Once we receive the approval 

your students will be given a login and password to be able to 

access the Premiers’ Reading challenge online check list and a 

hard copy of the check list if you prefer (This check list will need 

to be handed into the Library on completion so that we can enter 

on your behalf). All students who complete the challenge will be 

able to choose a book as a prize for their effort. 

If your child is in Year 7 – 10 and would like to participate, please 

ask them to visit the Library and we will organise login details for 

them. 

Vikki and VaCOMMUNITY NEWS 

BDS Pie Drive 2024 
Please find attached at the end of this 
newsletter an order form. Orders need to be 
completed by Friday 31st May 2024 
A hard copy will be sent home next  
week to all families.  

https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge


 

 



 

 



 

 


