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Important Upcoming Events

VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active and valued

community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning environment, which fosters independent,
resilient lifelong learners.

Principal’s Report:
Flexible Work for Principals Initiative
The Department of Education supports flexible
work options for principals and recognises the
importance of flexible work arrangements in
maintaining a diverse, adaptive and high-
performing workforce. A principal may use flexible
work arrangements to help balance work and life
or family commitments. I have been given
approval to reduce my time fraction to four days a
week for term three and term four. An acting
principal position has been advertised to cover my
allocated day of leave.

Inclusive School Communities
Inclusive school communities are places where all
staff, students and their families feel safe,
welcome, valued and a part of the school
community.
Benefits of inclusive education for students
include:

Positive learning environments and
relationships with teachers.
Greater community involvement.
Learning that caters to their strengths and
abilities.
Positive values and attitudes towards diversity.
Increased cooperation, social skills, and
friendship opportunities.

I had the privilege to present certificates to three
students that are making sure that everyone is being
included, are kind and considerate to others and that
students at our school feel valued. I would like to
congratulate Juliette Lanyon, Toby Saunders and
Beau Kane on receiving the Principal’s Award at last
week’s Silver Assembly.

Student Support Groups and Individual Education
Plans
As part of our school’s journey of continual
improvement, we have been working with Inclusion
Coach Valerie Lobry to ensure our students are
supported in the best possible way. A big part of this
process is to ensure students who require or would
benefit from a Student Support Group meeting are
identified and that a meeting is organised
subsequently. 
There is further information on Student Support
Groups and Individual Education Planswithin our
newsletter.

Pupil Free Day 
Friday 27th June is a Pupil Free Day. Students will
therefore not be required to attend school on this
day. This is a departmental Assessment and Report
Writing Day for staff.

Athletics Sports
Our F – 12 House Athletics Carnival will be held on
Wednesday 2nd July and I encourage all students to
dress in your house colours. Parents and carers are
welcome to come along to support our students
throughout the day.
 
Todd Woodfine
Principal
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HOCKEY 7s:
On Friday 30th June, 18 Year 4-6 students
travelled down to Bendigo to take part in the
Sandhurst Hockey 7s. It was a great day out with
some really competitive hockey played and for
many of our students the first game of hockey
they had played on synthetic pitches. 

We entered a Mixed team and a Girls team, both
of which showed fantastic improvement across
the day. Our mixed team finished 5th, whilst our
Girls team finished 2nd overall, meaning that
the Girls team will go on to the Loddon Mallee
Regional Finals in Swan Hill in Term 3. 

A big thank you to all those parents who
travelled down to help coach, cheer and
support and also to Emily Henderson who was
our umpire for the day.

F-6 Art Display at Boort District Health:
Thank you to Boort District Health for the
amazing opportunity to display F-6
masterpieces. Along with our new hanging
space, they provided the frames to highlight our
art work. 
An important part of creating art is ‘display’. The
Year 1/2 class were so excited to see their art on
the walls. 
The Year 6 class will be involved in changing the
exhibition periodically so the residents and staff
can enjoy a revolving gallery of art.
Ros Lanyon



The Power of Daily Reading: Growing Stronger
Readers Every Day
At our school, we know that reading every day is
one of the most powerful ways to help children
succeed, not just in Literacy, but across all
subjects. For primary school students, even 15–
20 minutes of reading at home each day can
make a big difference.
Daily reading builds vocabulary, improves
comprehension, boosts imagination, and helps
children develop empathy. It also strengthens
concentration and sets up positive routines that
support lifelong learning.
Parents and carers play a key role. Whether it’s
reading together at bedtime, chatting about a
story in the car, or letting your child see you
enjoy a book, your involvement shows them that
reading matters.
Let’s work together to grow a culture of reading.
Encourage your child to read every day. Comic
books, novels, picture books, recipes, or fact
books all count!
Happy reading!





Students of the Fortnight:Students of the Fortnight:

Kindness Counts - Building a Caring School Community:
At our school, we believe kindness is just as important as learning to read or solve maths problems.
Kindness creates a safe, supportive environment where everyone can thrive.
When children show kindness: through sharing, including others, using kind words, or helping
someone in need, they build strong friendships and positive self-esteem. Small acts, like a smile or
a compliment, can have a big impact on someone’s day.
We encourage students to choose kindness every day. Whether it’s holding the door open, offering
help, or simply saying “thank you”, these moments help shape a school culture where everyone
feels respected and valued.
Let’s all work together to make kindness a habit both at school and at home. After all, the world
could always use a little more kindness!

Scholastic Book Club
Issue 4 of Scholastic Book Club is now available.
Orders need to be completed by Friday 20
June. Please note that all orders need to be
completed and paid for online. Payment cannot
be accepted at Boort District School.

th
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Sports Academy Applications - Semester Two:
We are now accepting applications from Year 8 -
10 students who are interested in joining  
Sports Academy for semester two.
If you have a keen interest in sports and fitness,
are a positive and involved student in all
classes, please see Mr Hatcher for an
application form. Applications close 27  June.th

Trade and Tech Expo:
Female students in year 10, 11 and 12 were
given the opportunity to attend the Trade and
Tech Careers Expo at the Melbourne Exhibition
and Convention Centre today. It was an
invaluable day learning about the diverse range
of study and employment opportunities in the
trade and tech sectors. The expo was very
interactive and students were provided with
many hands on skills.

Thank you to the NCLENN, specifically Angela
Poxon for facilitating this excursion. It was also
a great networking opportunity for work
experience providers.
Brooke Chamberlain
Careers Teacher

2D/3D Artwork:
The Art 2D/3D class (Year 8s) had a buzzing
good time painting wooden bees for the Hexa
Forma installation. They were the only school
group to participate in this project. 
These bees are to be displayed on honey comb
patterns in Pennyweight Lane in Bendigo (off
Bath Lane and Hargreaves Street), and is part of
a larger plan for the installation. 
The installation was created by Just An Agency
and City Of Greater Bendigo. The bees will be
installed soon! Keep an eye out for them.
Nathan Sims
Art Teacher



Granites – Year 8 Outdoor Ed:
 On the 2nd of June our Year 8 Outdoor Ed
students began the journey out to Mt. Egbert on
their bikes. Our students began the trip out at
9:30am, riding in two groups. For the 25km bike
ride we had a couple of stops, some planned,
and some not! 
Along the way we had some morning tea, a quick
drink and some reflections on how we were
going as a group. We arrived out at the Granites
around midday. Students did some exploring
around the rocks, via foot and bike, as well as
making a small campfire. 
At nighttime we played a few games of
‘Sardines’ and ‘Mafia’ and cooked our dinner
which the students had prepared. Next morning
involved a sleep in, packing up and some more
exploring. Our return trip was more favorable
with a tail wind, and a slight change of route,
exploring through Woolshed. Students enjoyed
some lunch in town before we went back to
school to unpack our gear. 
All up it was a fantastic camp, thanks to all
students and staff who made it enjoyable.
 Chris Hatcher.

Unit 1 OES Boomerang Ranch visit:
Last week the class travelled to Daylesford to
undertake horse riding in the Wombat State
Forest. We investigated perceived and real risk,
access to the outdoors, and motivation. Initially
there was lots of trepidation and it was the first
time many students had ridden before. But as
our competency grew, everyone relaxed and
enjoyed themselves. It was very tranquil riding
through the forest, spotting kangaroos and
looking at the natural environment. Thank you
to Mr Sims for participating with us.
Brooke Chamberlain
OES Teacher
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Beyond Blue

24/7 mental health
support service

1300 224 636
beyondblue.org.au

Headspace

Online support and
councelling to young
people ages 12 - 25

1800 650 890
(9am - 1am daily)
headspace.org.au

Kids Helpline

24/7 crisis support and
suicide prevention

services for children and
young people agres 5 - 25

1800 55 1800
kidshelplin.com.au

Mental Health Support and Services:Mental Health Support and Services:Mental Health Support and Services:

School Savings Bonus Vouchers:
As the School Savings Bonus (SSB) Vouchers draw to
an end, we ask all parents to log into the SSB Portal
and assign all unused funds to activities.
After the 30th June 2025, any unspent
funds/vouchers will be released to our School
however these funds will not be available until
August.
We would appreciate if this can be attended to as
soon as possible as this will ensure you will be able
to use these funds for any camps, excursion or
school activities.
We have attached a guide on how release SSB funds
on the next page.
Hayden Rowley
Assistant Principal

Annie:
Thank you to those families who have already
approved and paid for their child/ren to attend
‘Annie’ next term. A prompt response means that we
can confirm our numbers and staff members
attending, and potentially offer unclaimed tickets to
those on the waiting list.
We can’t wait to take our F-12 students to see this
brilliant theatrical experience.

Student Support Groups and Individual Education
Plans
What is a Student Support Group Meeting (SSG)?
An SSG is a partnership between schools,
parents/carers, the student and relevant agencies.
The group works together to plan and support the
educational, health, social, cultural and emotional
wellbeing of students with diverse learning needs. 
What happens during an SSG?
The group meets to discuss current strengths and
obstacles to learning. As a team, and with the
student/parent input, goals are devised. These goals
are SMART: Specific, Measurable, Agreed on,
Relevant and Time bound.
What is an Individual Educational Plan?
An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is a strengths-
based document, centred around the student and
their needs. It is the document where the SMART
goals are recorded and monitored each term. For
example, Goal 1 might be around self-regulation, Goal
2 about Literacy and Goal 3 Numeracy. An IEP
ensures that the team works to support the student
to achieve the goals, leading to improved student
outcomes.
What do I need to do if I am invited to an SSG for my
child?
Please ask any questions you may have in the lead up
to the meeting and allow for 30-40 minutes of
meeting time. You will be asked general questions
about your child and will be able to update the group
on anything relevant (medical/home life). The school
will also update you on your child’s progress (in a
more detailed way than during shorter Parent-
Teacher interviews). You are joining the meeting as a
key partner, and as such, you will be consulted about
the suggested goals. We may also ask you for
feedback initially.
If you would like more information, please contact
our Wellbeing Leader, Mr Chris Hatcher. 
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Careers Information For Students And Parents / Carers:

Powercor Employment
Powercor Australia are looking to employ an Apprentice Powerline Worker in 2026, based out of
the Horsham depot. Applicants require a minimum of Year 11 Maths to be eligible to apply. They
are holding an Apprentice information session at Powercor Horsham depot on the 9th July from
4-5.30pm where information will be provided on the Apprentice role, application process,
aptitude testing and interview process. A depot tour will also occur to show some of the tools and
equipment used within the role.

Lineworker (Certificate III in ESI – Distribution Overhead) - A day in the life of a Lineworker
involves installation, repair and maintenance of overhead and some underground electrical cable
lines and infrastructure. Working in teams, we use elevated work platforms and equipment to
raise, replace and maintain poles, hardware and overhead powerlines. We may also install, repair
and maintain street lighting systems. Importantly during weather events, our Lineworkers are the
ones who respond to power outages due to powerlines affected by storm damage and ensure our
community power outages are minimised. The Apprenticeship is a 4 year program that includes
both on job an off training completed at TAFE.

If you interested in in attending the information session please email the Apprentice Trainee Co-
ordinator Steve McConnell SMcconnell@powercor.com.au to register for the event. 
Parents are also more than welcome to attend. 

Latrobe University “Aspire” Early Entry:
Latrobe ASPIRE is Open Now!

At La Trobe, there’s more than one way into uni. The Aspire Early Offer Program gives secondary
school students the option to secure an early conditional offer to La Trobe before finishing Year
12.
 
 With Aspire, you’ll have the option to gain an offer into a wide range of course options across our
campuses. No matter if you’re studying in Melbourne, regionally in Albury-Wodonga, Bendigo,
Mildura and Shepparton, or online – Aspire can set you up with an early offer into your dream
course at uni.
Aspire streams
This year we have three streams to choose from, so if you've given back to your community, did
well in Year 11, or have a strong drive to make a future impact, then you can secure a spot in your
dream course before finishing Year 12.

Victoria University Early Entry Programs
Visit: www.vu.edu.au/study-at-vu/apply-to-vu/special-admission-programs/vu-early-entry

mailto:SMcconnell@powercor.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.app.careertools.com.au%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.lUvdx-2F5prGiRWolKuUc7GBeRdnKl4c-2BodzZUql3uXFFljJUJ7cI-2B35IyfrZzxbxMXcs9gfAj3quUnKzAGujruT9elmnmBftN6jiUidsJxFXJ7wEd5CqEPq0SmfnQb55Qx7qa_93BsojE-2BL5C-2BY5bA-2FpB2S9DnRKQfOA5VYHvh-2F3RE82ZX8vvKb8PWk88ueb5TNf8G3U-2FL4kXKBR0-2BRIOMJdrJTpGy2-2BSIe8GZdGnAuJMFqoOPC5KQjpn41i7EMR08LgVY6JDV73EVJkQZ-2BbXO-2FzrecS4mXx9MRG-2BEe4macrBctYwe0BpIEqIADU2c6h6ieBUPxDE-2F-2FpoN8lWJjPgxwVrnVSxrjCvIwuKsioMnqykoJTsVY01cbkEYEVwbK-2Ba73y2v2-2BSbxz18KcB8cqvCecdGyS5f-2FCLZ7rrFDWfpBMoe6hEWQNYKpbWycAd6pg9-2FzgF2xfnjcQcW7ISC1LBL1pWvIXaaFK-2FVAXKXTnidvpxghNgx3AJEuvEV-2B2kVyzMHBzgjt-2BZBDVl8AYDMXZW6hgOnHfUaFfYrHbhrnZQLzM8AGxW7cwqVeU1jisMe6VKnyCio33k2TIOlZLUEL0SmlaGTc1ciG86bGPRJvguOBvSl6Dm1XiMcxqFMKILv4U7C53ZXeCo6wzY1HrTS0TkNBAIzqgf0AcoIABjCHIbNw8hA825O8-2B8iJjscYD40KjllnIquBooD7ueVBbsUA34eyLK-2FGFBoR6jTtVaoPiDWocefSohDU2PXcBc4dUBGrxZtZnrTodNU2tAU6FOGqzDesiEZpm-2Ba-2B1pFaXBQQ-2FwsUFV2wn4-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.bleicher%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cecae274009b14c8e9d9e08dd9d8360b8%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638839909770228858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DvqjIpew%2FRE9LYLj69vB8TI%2B9aaMlOygWO4lXD5Yzfw%3D&reserved=0
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Calling All Knitters & Crocheters! 

Do you have any spare 8ply knitting needles lying around at home?
We’re getting ready for a special lunchtime knitting and crocheting  
activity starting Term 3!
We will be helping students build skills and learn the basics of
knitting and crocheting in a relaxed and fun environment.
If you’re able to donate 8ply knitting needles, please drop them off
at the school office. All donations will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your support!


