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Important Upcoming Events

VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active and valued

community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning environment, which fosters independent,
resilient lifelong learners.

Principal’s Report:

Dear students, families and staff. 

Students Attitude to School Survey
All schools must participate in the Attitudes to
School Survey, providing the opportunity for
students from Year 4 to Year 12 to complete
the survey. The survey provides data that is
invaluable in understanding the student
perspective of their school and to improve the
schooling experience. 
One of our Key Improvement Strategies for
2025 was to increase the social engagement of
our students, especially within our senior
cohorts. Our Year 10-12 data revealed a
significant improvement in a variety of areas,
most notably in the ‘sense of connectedness’
factor. This data set fully supports the student
wellbeing and engagement practices that have
been implemented throughout this year.

Paediatrician – Andy Lovett
On Wednesday 8th October, there is an
opportunity for families and members of our
community to listen to a presentation on Autism.
This will be delivered by Andy Lovett –
Paediatrician and will commence from 5.30pm
to 6.30pm. I will email out further information to
families next week. If you are interested in
attending, you will need to register by emailing
me at: todd.woodfine@education.vic.gov.au 
RUOK
RUOK Day was held yesterday and it was great to
see our school community support this
important day and to provide awareness on ‘a
conversation could change a life’.
Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on
Tuesday 16th September from 1.00pm to
3.30pm and then from 4.10pm to 7.00pm. This is
a student free day. The bookings for interviews
are to be completed online via Xuno. If you
require assistance on booking an interview,
please call our school on 5455 2201. 
Todd Woodfine - Principal
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Discovery Centre Incursion F - 6:
Last week the Primary students enjoyed an
electrifying day as they had the fantastic
opportunity to delve into the fascinating world
of electricity and circuits with Harry from the
Discovery Centre!
The students were buzzing with excitement as
they gathered to learn about the fundamentals
of electricity. Harry, our expert guide, introduced
the young learners to the basics of circuits,
demonstrating how batteries and wires work
together to create light connections. With his
engaging approach, he ignited curiosity and
encouraged hands-on participation.
This hands-on experience not only helped to
demystify the science of electricity but also
fostered teamwork and problem-solving skills
among the students. 
We would like to extend a big thank you to Harry
and the Discovery Centre for facilitating such an
inspiring session. 
It was a wonderful opportunity for our students
to engage with science in a practical and fun
way. We can’t wait to see how this experience
sparks further interest in science and
technology among our young learners!



Students of the Fortnight:Students of the Fortnight:

Bottle Caps:
Can you please save your bottle
top caps and bring them to the
library.
We are hoping to put an entry into
the Boort Show in the  ‘use of
recycled 
material’ section. Thank you.

Planetarium
On Thursday the 9th of October Students in
years 3-6 will be walking to the Memorial Hall
during their lunch time to take part in a
Planetarium activity. The activity which is
sponsored by the Goldfields Library is here in
Boort for Seniors Week. 

Kids Help Line
On Tuesday the 7th of October the students in
year 3/4 will be viewing an online Kids Helpline
session titled Developing Resilience.
Information about Kids Helpline will be sent
home soon.



Reach for the Stars: VSSEC incursion a Blast-Off Success!

Last week our school was over the moon to host the VSSEC (Victorian Space
Science Education Centre) Reach for the Stars Incursion – a two-day event
that, once it got off the ground, really took learning to new heights! Catering to
the small steps of the students in Grade 3/4, 4/5, 5/6 and giants leaps of Years
7, 8, 9 and 10, the incursion had students rocketed through hands-on
workshops exploring the physics of flight and space travel. Guided by VSSEC’s
expert educators, they discovered how thrust, drag, lift, and gravity work
together to determine whether a rocket soars to the stars or fizzles back to
Earth. The real highlight? Students got to design, build, and launch their very 

We’d like to thank VSSEC for delivering a
program that was universally engaging. Reach
for the Stars didn’t just teach the science of
rockets, it ignited curiosity, launched creativity,
and showed our students that the sky is not the
limit. After two days of countdowns,
experiments, and spectacular launches, one
thing is clear: our students’ enthusiasm for
science is now truly stratospheric. Who knows?
The next astronaut, engineer, or astrophysicist
might just have taken their first giant leap during
this incursion.
Ground control to VSSEC incursion...you’ve
really made the grade!

own bottle rockets. With fins, nose
cones, and fuel ratios to experiment
with, every team became a mission
control centre, testing designs,
calculating risks, and preparing for
lift-off. Each launch was a blast, with
some rockets achieving stellar
heights and others offering a crash
course in why scientists test, tweak,
and try again.

The school oval was transformed into our
very own mini spaceport, echoing with
countdowns, cheers, and the occasional
Houston, we have a problem! Every take-
off was a chance to learn, adjust, and aim
higher…literally.
For younger students, it was an out-of-
this-world introduction to curiosity and
teamwork. For older students, it
connected directly to Newton’s Laws and
energy transfer, making the physics
curriculum feel truly down-to-Earth while
still being astronomically exciting.
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Learning Through Battleships:
In Year 7 Geography students have been
learning about essential map skills including
grid referencing. To reinforce their
understanding of alphanumeric grid referencing
students engaged in some rousing matches of
Battleship. 

Murals for the Boort Show Pavilion:
The Art 2D/3D and Print/Photo classes created
two fabulous murals which will be permanently
fixed to the Boort Show Pavilion at Boort Park.
There will be an official unveiling of these
panels next week, and we encourage all who can
to attend and support these students.
Well done to Mr Sims and his art crew for
putting together such vibrant and relevant
murals to represent our town.

Boortrait - Loddon Art Trail:
The Print/Photo and the 2D/3D art classes have finished their submission for the upcoming
Boortrait exhibition. 
The exhibition is part of the Loddon Valley Arts Trail and will be on display at Memorial Hall from
October 3rd to 5th. 
The winners will be displayed at this year’s Boort Show on October the 11th.
Go check out the kids’ awesome work and see who they have painted!



OES Unit 2 Grampians Camp:

Unit 2 OES spent two days exploring the Grampians National Park, specifically investigating the
short- and long-term effects of fire on the environment. Across the two days, students hiked the
Stapylton Loop trail, which included the climb to the top of Mount Stapylton, which was
breathtakingly beautiful. The colours of the sandstone, the weathering effects of wind and rain
and the sheer grandeur of the northern area had everyone impressed. On day two students visited
Mackenzie Falls, Reeds Lookout, where we could see the devastating impact of the 2024/25 fires in
the Victoria Valley. The day concluded with climbing the Pinnacle and again the beauty of the
natural geological features, specifically in the ‘Grand Canyon’ and Silent Street sections of the
trail, had us in awe. Thank you to Mr Kane who joined us on our adventure.
Brooke Chamerlain - Unit OES Teacher

Unit 2 & 4 Art Excursion:
The Unit 2 and 4 Art Making and Exhibiting classes went to Fitzroy and
Collingwood yesterday to look at different types of galleries, and how
they deal (or not deal) with conservation and preservation of the
artworks within their walls. 
It was great that the students got to chat to the curators and the artists
behind the shows too!



Year 9 Broader Horizons:

Broader Horizons is a program facilitated by North Central LLEN that
provides students with hands-on experiences to explore career
opportunities and build skills for their future. Through activities like
industry visits, work placements, and mentorships, the program
connects young people with local employers and real-world learning,
helping them develop confidence, capabilities, and a clearer vision for
their career pathways. Our Year 9 students chose either an interest in
healthcare and hospitality or trade and agriculture.
Students visited the worksite of Streader Construction where Justin
discussed the business and students learnt more about the duties in
building and construction by actively using some tools.
At Boort District Health students were engaged in a variety of nursing
duties, activities involvement with the residents and Grace learnt more
about the role of a District Nurse making house calls.
The Ag/Trade students traveled to the Birchip Cropping Main Field Day
where they listened to guest speakers and undertook crop walks
learning more about agriculture.
At Boort District Health students gave Mr Woodfine a health check,
Anjanette joined district nurse Judy making house calls, Alena and
Desiree worked with Sam making pikelets with the residents and Grace
was actively involved in using the different lift devices.
Overall students have shared positive stories of the range of activities
experienced this week during the program.
Thank you to the NCLLEN for facilitating this program and to all who
have given up their time for our students.
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Beyond Blue

24/7 mental health
support service

1300 224 636
beyondblue.org.au

Headspace

Online support and
councelling to young
people ages 12 - 25

1800 650 890
(9am - 1am daily)
headspace.org.au

Kids Helpline

24/7 crisis support and
suicide prevention

services for children and
young people agres 5 - 25

1800 55 1800
kidshelplin.com.au

Mental Health Support and Services:Mental Health Support and Services:Mental Health Support and Services:

Footy Colours Day: 
Is on the last day of term, Friday 19th
September. We ask all students to bring a gold
coin donation, but you can also donate by
heading to:
https://www.footycoloursday.com.au/after-
your-event/donate-your-money
and enter Boort District School into the search
bar. 
The Fight Cancer Foundation, through Footy
Colours Day, provides accommodation for
families with children undergoing cancer
treatment. Every little bit helps! 
Thank you, from the Boort DS SRC.

Student Shout Out:
A big thank you and congratulations to Luka and
Noah for their fantastic contribution to our
school community throughout Term 3. Both
students generously volunteered their time to
umpire the lunchtime soccer games for our Year
5/6 and 7/8 teams.
By offering to assist, they became regular
fixtures on the sidelines, showing fairness,
reliability, and a very positive attitude each
week. Their efforts not only kept the games
running smoothly but also 

helped create a fun and
inclusive environment for
everyone involved.
Well done, Luka and Noah ,
your leadership and
commitment are greatly
appreciated!



Parent Teacher Interviews:
We invite all families to attend our upcoming
Parent Teacher Interview day on September
16th. This is a valuable opportunity for parents,
carers, and teachers to come together and
celebrate student learning, while also setting
goals for the remainder of the year.

Parent Teacher Interviews are not just about
grades, they are about understanding each child
as a learner and as a person. 

By attending, you’ll be able to:
Hear directly from teachers about your
child’s progress, strengths, and areas for
growth.
Share insights from home that can support
learning in the classroom.
Work together with teachers to create clear,
achievable goals for your child.

Research shows that when parents and schools
work together, students feel more supported
and are more motivated to succeed. Your
presence shows your child that you value their
learning and are proud of their efforts.
We encourage all families to book a time slot
and be part of these important conversations.
Let’s continue building the strong partnerships
between home and school that help every
student thrive.
Book in your time slot through Xuno, or contact
the school directly. We look forward to seeing
you on this valuable day.

Best of Luck Boort:
This weekend promises to be an exciting one for
our junior athletes with a range of Boort District
School students taking to the courts and the
field in Wedderburn for the North Central Grand
Final. 
We are incredibly proud of our students who
continue to show dedication, teamwork, and
community spirit through sport.
We wish all of our students competing in the
14U ‘A’ Netball, 14 & Under and 17 & Under
Football grand finals the best of luck. 
Go Boort!

R U OK - Pizza Day:
This week we had RUOK Day on Thursday,
organised by our SRC. Lunch was a festive
event, with delicious pizzas provided by BRIC.
Thank you to Louise, Varlea, Kim and Mads for
their planning, preparation and cooking! Thanks
also to everyone who helped on the day, and it
was a huge team effort; Mrs Rees, Dawn, Jess
McC, Brooke, Mr Bleicher, Mrs Hatcher, Mr
Hatcher and the Year 4/5/6 girls who jumped in
and helped with the clean up!
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Year 12 Practice Exams: Holiday Schedule
Every year we offer many opportunities to our Year 12 students to become familiar with the end
of year exam process. In the second week of these coming holidays, we will be holding a range of
exams for students.
These will be held in the Mezzanine of the Community Centre, unless otherwise stipulated.
We encourage all of our students who are planning to sit the end of year exams to take up this
opportunity to get first hand experience of what to expect in October / November.
Please see the exam timetable as listed below:
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With the Boort Show fast approaching, on Saturday 11th October, Parents’
Club will once again be running the show bag stand. We understand there
are many jobs involved on this day, but if you could possibly spare a 1 hour
shift during the day we would be greatly appreciative. Students are also
very welcome to put their hand up to complete a shift. 

Please contact Sherryn on 0427 506 538 if you are able to help us out. 

Set up - Sherryn O'Flaherty & Kelly Henderson
12-1pm 
1-2pm 
2-3pm 
3-4pm 
4-5pm 
5-6pm - Sherryn O'Flaherty & Kelly Henderson

BOORT SHOW 
SHOWBAGS




