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VISION STATEMENT
Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active and valued

community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning environment, which fosters independent,
resilient lifelong learners.

Important Upcoming Events

Principal’s Report:

Community Engagement
Engaging within our community is important
because collaborative partnerships with the wider
school community can significantly improve
students’ health, wellbeing and engagement. When
schools strengthen relationships with families and
their local community, there is a positive impact on
student outcomes and school improvement.
The positive relationship our school has with the
wider community was on display on Wednesday
when we had four staff from the Boort District
Health supporting our daily Breakfast Club.

School Council
Becoming an active member of School Council is a
rewarding experience. It ensures students and
parents contribute to and have a clear
understanding of the direction and strategic
planning of our school. If you would like to nominate
and join our school council, please contact me on
5455 2201.

Uniform Subcommittee
On behalf of our school council, I am organising a
uniform subcommittee and I am seeking at least two
parents to join our uniform subcommittee for 2026.
Our aim will be to review and redefine the policy,
with recommendations sent to our School Council
for any alterations. If you would like to nominate for
a position on our uniform subcommittee or require
further information, please contact me on 5455
2201.

NAPLAN
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy
and Numeracy) is a national assessment for students
in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN testing will commence
on Wednesday 11th March 2026. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent Teacher Interviews will be conducted Term 1
– Wednesday 25th March from 1.00pm to 7.00pm.
This will be a student free day.

Football
It is with great excitement that the 2026 AFL
competition has begun. I look forward in watching
Collingwood reign supreme throughout the year and
smash the Saints on Sunday.
Go Pies!

Todd Woodfine - Principal
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ISSUE 2:

Issue 2 orders are now open. Orders need to be
completed by Tuesday 17th March.
All orders need to be completed through LOOP.
See online order
information at the back of the catalogue. All
payments need to be
made ONLINE, no payment will be accepted at
Boort District School.
If you have difficulty please contact Val
Henderson or Vikki Lanyon.

Hockey Roadshow: 🏑

In late February the F-6 classes were lucky to
have Toby and Ben from NCHA visit and run
some hockey roadshow sessions for us in the
stadium! 
They focused on building skills and some game
play and by all accounts a great time was had by
all.

Swimming Sports:
Some snaps of our Foundation students enjoying
their very first school swimming sports! Big
thanks to all our helpers big and small for
helping us get through all our events - everyone
had a tremendous day!



School Nurse Visits:
Our school nurses paid a
visit to our Junior Primary
students to teach them
some of the core lessons of
dental health, sleep and
hygiene. 
Each of our students took
away some important
information on their health
and wellbeing and we thank
the nurses who visited for
their time and efforts.

Students of the Fortnight:Students of the Fortnight:



What’s news this fortnight from our Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader? 
Looking for a different or new place to access information? Looking for new parenting ideas to
support your own? There is a myriad of online resources available to individuals and families. The
Raising Children Network website (raisingchildren.net.au) is one that provides a wealth of
information to tap into. The site provides free, reliable, up-to-date and independent information to
help your family grow and thrive together. The network is funded by the Australian Government,
reviewed by experts and non-commercial entities. 
The site is designed for busy families and offers tips and ideas for you to try or think about; the
content is easy to find and understand. There are answers/suggestions to hundreds of parenting
questions, articles to read and videos and interactive resources tailored to different ages and
stages. The site takes you from nurturing a newborn to raising a confident, resilient teen – and
helps you to look after yourself as a parent too!
Please see a summary blurb below re one of their online topics, ‘Understanding and managing
emotions: why it’s important’ – if you are interested in reading further, please go online. 
 
 

Understanding and managing emotions: why it’s important
Understanding and managing our emotions is essential in developing our wellbeing. Learning how
to do this in childhood and adolescence is important. Children and young people who can
understand and manage their emotions are more likely to: express emotions, bounce back after
feeling disappointed or frustrated, control impulses or behave in ways that supports getting along
with others and staying safe.
An ability to understand and manage emotions takes time to develop. When children are young,
they need help understanding and identifying emotions. This usually involves recognising and
naming emotions, which provides a foundation for managing emotions when older. As your child
grows, they’ll learn more strategies to manage their emotions without your help…….. 
To keep reading about this topic, please visit raisingchildren.net.au and type ‘understanding and
managing emotions’ in the search bar. This will take you to a range of articles on this topic. Have a
happy fortnight! 
Kind regards
Kate

Parent Swimming Helpers:
Our school like to thank the following parents for their assistance in conducting our F-6 Swimming
Program this year. 
 
Kate Nelson, Nikki Lanyon, Kelly Durie, Edwina Chalmers, Georgia Haw, Steph Wilson, Sherry
Nuttall, Jack Baker, Jacinta Sutton, Jess Pink, Andrew Kane, Tegan Smith, Tammy Perryman, Sara
Gale and Karina Johnston.

Your support during our important Primary
swimming program does not go unnoticed. We
are sp appreciative of the time that you were able
to dedicate to help our youngest students feel
more confident in the water. Thank you!
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NCD Sports:
A big shoutout to all our students who turned
up last Tuesday to  support our students from
the edge of the pool and for all of their efforts
and sportsmanship in the pool. It was
outstanding to witness the positivity from the
BDS camp.
Congratulations to Carrie B, Chaise H and Jake
O’F for being awarded Age Group Champions.
Boort came 3rd overall with St Arnaud 2nd and
Birchip 1st and it came down to the last events
of the day; it was that close.
A number of our students will head on to the
LMR level to compete next week, and we wish
them luck!
Thank you to the BDS staff for your support in
helping make this event a success. There were
many roles that needed to be done. Thank you
also to Roxy, Kazz and Ryan who watched over
us lifeguarding.
Thank you for a wonderful day.

Unit 1 OES Created Environments Excursion: 
OES Unit 1 students recently explored artificial
environments through an exciting excursion to
Cliffhanger Climbing Centre and URBNSURF. The
day provided students with the opportunity to
challenge themselves physically while
experiencing how humans design and interact
with constructed environments for recreation.
From scaling climbing walls to tackling the surf,
students embraced the chance to step outside
their comfort zones, build confidence and
support one another throughout the day. It was
a fantastic experience that combined learning,
teamwork and a healthy dose of adventure.

Canteen Card Payments – From Term 2
From the beginning of Term 2, the school
canteen will begin accepting card payments. This
option will be available to students in Years 7–12.
Cash payments will still be accepted; however,
the introduction of card payments aims to
provide greater accessibility and convenience
for students purchasing items from the canteen.
Please note that students must have the
physical card with them to make a payment.
Phone or digital wallet payments will not be
accepted.



SURF CAMP – Year 8 Outdoor Ed

On the 25th of February, the students from the Year 8
Outdoor Ed class ventured off to Torquay for their surf
camp. The day started off with a long drive straight to our
accommodation to set up camp. Our first surfing session
was at Anglesea Beach, where the conditions were
reasonably favourable. The group was quite competent
with everyone having a red-hot crack and spending some
time vertically on their surf boards. Afterwards we had
some afternoon tea and headed back to the caravan park
to start cooking dinner. We finished off the evening down
at a local park with a good old-fashioned game of cops
and robbers.
On Day Two of the camp, we had an early start with our
Standup Paddle board session starting at 9am in
Anglesea. The wind was up but we were protected by the
surrounds in Anglesea River. All the students
demonstrated good resilience and competence enjoying
some peaceful time on the paddle boards. We learnt lots
about the area and were toured around by an old local of
Boort. A quick bite to eat of home-made goods and we
got back in the vehicles to Torquay. Students enjoyed
some quality time in the caravan park, mainly in the pool
and spa. In the early afternoon we went off in small
groups to enjoy some lunch and have a shop at some of
the outlet stores. Our next surf session was again in
Anglesea, so we hit the road with a quick pit stop at Bells
Beach. The surfing conditions were similar to the day
before, so students had the hang of it quite quickly. The
highlight was two students who persevered as they had
not stood on the surfboards in two sessions but managed
to get up twice in the last ten minutes. What resilience!
Day three began with an early wake up at 5am due to
some rain and thunderstorms in the distance. This made
for a slower morning and a very wet pack up, with some
students’ tents and belongings a little wet. Once we
packed up, we headed off to Geelong Adventure Park for
a few hours, where the sun was out shining again, and the
spirits were high. Students had a great time there
participating in a number of rides and activities.
Afterwards we were back in the vehicles, with a short
lunch break and a long trip back to Boort.
Thanks to all families for providing some delicious
homemade snacks which were shared amongst the group.
Also thank you to Nathan Sims for accompanying the
group for the three days, as well as one of our old
favourites, Leanna Moresi, for
spending the evenings and night with
our group. Our students are to be
congratulated on their behaviour
across the three days, we trust they
had a positive experience on what
was a great camp.
Mr Hatcher
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Beyond Blue

24/7 mental health
support service

1300 224 636
beyondblue.org.au

Headspace

Online support and
councelling to young
people ages 12 - 25

1800 650 890
(9am - 1am daily)
headspace.org.au

Kids Helpline

24/7 crisis support and
suicide prevention

services for children and
young people agres 5 - 25

1800 55 1800
kidshelplin.com.au

Mental Health Support and Services:Mental Health Support and Services:Mental Health Support and Services:

SRC 2026:
Our SRC members were all presented with their
badges at our first whole school assembly. We
were then able to take a photo in front of our
new flagpoles. 
We look forward to a positive and engaging year
jam packed with student activities organised by
this cohort of students.

STUDENT UPDATE 2026:
Could parents/carers please check Xuno for
“Student Update 2026” and complete the form
attached to this document. This allows
permission for your child to be given medical
treatment if we are unable to contact you,
permission for your child to watch PG rated
DVDs, permission to give your name to Parents’
Club for their activities, agree to support our
school policies and to check that your contact
details are up to date.
If you are unable to access this link please
phone the school and we will issue you with a
hard copy.

Breakfast Club:
Our Breakfast Club runs every morning from 8:30am–9:00am under the covered area outside the
canteen and is available to all students from Foundation to Year 12.
Students can drop in before school to enjoy a quick and healthy start to the day, with cereal, toast,
fruit cups and fresh fruit available. It’s a great opportunity for students to fuel up for the day ahead
and start the morning in a relaxed and welcoming environment.
All students are encouraged to come along and make use of this great initiative. 
Many thanks to our Wellbeing team and Boort Grain Co-Op for supporting this program.
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The first F-12 House Swimming Sports was a
successful day, and it was lovely to see all
our students actively involved with many
parents and grandparents in attendance to
assist and support our students.

Overall, Maroochy took out the House
Shield, followed Gungaroo and then
Wakooka.
This year all students in Year 4-6 were
included in the 7-12 program. 

Congratulations to the following students
who were awarded Age Group Champions.
Age Group Champions
10 years: 
Lexie K and Cruz N
11 years: 
Kylah B and Luca L
12 years: 
Scarlett C and Beau K
13 years: 
Carrie B and Connor McN
14 years: 
Victoria L 
15 years: 
Indi O’Flaherty and Seth M
16 years: 
Abby P and Chaise H
17 years: 
Bella Q and Rylan C
18 years: 
Anna L and Jack G
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Are you a Year 10-12 student curious about where
STEM could take you? Spark Engineering Camp
2026 is a fully subsidised, week-long program
designed to help you explore real opportunities in
engineering, technology, and beyond. Hosted at a
University of Melbourne residential college
during the winter holidays (6th–11th July), Spark
is the perfect platform to ignite your potential.
Across the week, you’ll dive into hands-on
workshops, visit leading university campuses, and
step inside top engineering firms. Whether you’re
planning a STEM career or simply exploring your
options, Spark gives you the experiences,
knowledge, and industry connections to make
confident decisions about your future.
Applications are open NOW until late March.
Don’t miss your chance to join this life-changing
experience.
Ready to get started? Visit our website to apply
or find us on social media by searching Spark
Engineering Camp.
Have questions? Reach out to our Student
Logistics Manager, Wilson
(students.logistics.melb@spark.ywb.com.au), or
speak Mrs Chamberlain for more info.
Seize the Spark, and let’s embark on this exciting
journey together!



 
Boort Hockey Club–Minkey Program!
Hockey Victoria and North Central Hockey Association visited Boort District
School on Monday last week for F-6 to run their Hockey Roadshow. Participants
were introduced to hockey through simple skills and drills and fun games. Boort
Hockey Club will be starting their Hookin2Hockey (Minkey) program in the stadium
from 3.45-4.30pm each Wednesday commencing March 18th. The program is a 6
week program.

Dates are March 18th, March 25th and April 1st (these will be in stadium) and April
22nd, April 29th and May 6th (at Hockey Field if weather is good). 
No Minkey during School Holidays.  

Students from Foundation to Grade 4 are welcome to join our free “Come & Try”
session on Wednesday 18th March. If your child is interested in attending, please
register via - https://www.hockey.org.au/hookin2hockey/

Choose Boort as your program when registering your child. The Minkey program
costs $60.50. If you wish for your child to play Minkey on a Saturday you will need
to also hire a playing shirt ($20 non-refundable hire fee); please add this when
registering. 

Sticks are available to borrow for the sessions, with shin guards supplied for new
participants. Children not wearing a mouthguard or shin guards will NOT be
allowed to participate. 

If you require further information please contact 

Kelly Henderson (Boort Hockey Club Secretary) boorthockey@gmail.com 
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